


Edited by
The Archives of the Episcopal Church

General Convention Office
815 Second Avenue
New York, New York 10017

Church Publishing Incorporated



CONTENTS

Title II Worship

Canon
1: Of the Due Celebration of SUndays.........cccccvieicirinicniniicniccccecce s 59
2: Of Translations of the Bible........ccocoviiiniiiiniiiiiiccs 59
3: Of the Standard Book of Common Prayef........cccevrerereneecernenieennenenereenenes 59
4: Of the Authorization of Special Forms of Setvice......cuveierenicrnenieniccrenicrnenes 61
5: Of the Music of the ChufCh.......ccocciiiciniciriiiicicceccc e 61
6: Of Dedicated and Consecrated Chutches.........ococuviiiiniccinicciccnc, 62
Title ITI Ministry
Canon
1: Of the Ministry of All Baptized Persons.........ccceuvivieinininiiniiicsisen, 63
2: Of Commissions 0N MINISTLY.....cuiuieiiniiiiiine s ssssssessssns 63
3: Of DISCEINMENT....viiiiiiiiiiiiicc bbb 64
4: Of Licensed MINISEIIES. ...t ssssesens 64
5: Of General Provisions Respecting Ordination.........ccceeeeecuvecenimrecnninccnnccenennes 65
6: Of the Ordination of Deacons........cccucuiiciniiniciniiniese e 67
7: Of the Life and Work of Deacons.......ccocieiniciiinicinnicniceniceseeeeseseenes 71
8: Of the Ordination Of PriEStS.....cccuvicuiiniciriiiciicicciricicece e 74
9: Of the Life and Work of Priests......ccocviiiiniciniciiiiiicicsicccencscnees 81
10:  Of Reception of Clergy from other Churches.........ccccoouiiiviiiiiiiniiiniiciiinn, 92
11: Of the Ordination of BiShOPS.......cccvieuiuriiiniciniciriicneeecee e
12: Of the Life and Work of a Bishop
13: Of Dioceses without BiShOps..........cccviviriiiiiniiiiniicicccsccen,
14: Of Religious Orders and Other Christian CommUuNIties........covveurriereininennn. 113
15: Of the General Board of Examining Chaplains..........ccccccvnicvininicininccncnn. 115
16: Of the Board for Church Deployment........cocvicviniiciiinicnniicicesinn, 117
Title IV Ecclesiastical Discipline
Canon
1: Of Offenses for Which Bishops, Priests, or Deacons May be Presented
and Ttried, and Of TNhibitiONS...c.ccuivvieveeeieeeeeeee ettt ere e 119
2: Of Voluntary Submission to Discipline
(A) Of a Priest Of DeaCOM....uiiiiiiiiciiiiciccirccce e 122
(B) Of 2 BIShOP...u i 123
3: Of Presentments
(A) Of a Priest 0f DEaCON...c.ciiiiiiciicicicecccceee e 124
(B) Of a Bishop Charged with the Offense of Holding and
Teaching Publicly or Privately, and Advisedly, Any Doctrine
Contrary to that Held by This Church.........ccoeuviivinivinicinicicicnes 129
(C) Of a Bishop Charged with Other Offenses........ccocvveuveecrveccrricnieenieenee 130
4: Of Diocesan Courts, and Courts of Review for the Trial of a Priest or
Deacon, Their Membership and Procedure
(A) Diocesan Courts for the Trial of a Priest or Deacon........coccecvviiininnnns 136
(B) Appeals to Courts of Review for the Trial of a Priest
OF DEACON ..ottt 139
5: Of the Court for the Trial of a BiShOp......cccccviciiiiviiciiciiicncccciccs 144
6: Of Appeals to the Court of Review of the Trial of a Bishop........ccccvvcunnnee. 149

vi



CANONS II.1-11.3.2

TITLE II
WORSHIP

CANON 1: Of the Due Celebration of Sundays

All persons within this Church shall celebrate and keep the Lord's Day, The Lord's Day
commonly called Sunday, by regular participation in the public worship  to be observed.
of the Church, by hearing the Word of God read and taught, and by

other acts of devotion and works of charity, using all godly and sober

conversation.

CANON 2: Of Translations of the Bible

The Lessons prescribed in the Book of Common Prayer shall be read  Authorized
from the translation of the Holy Scriptures commonly known as the ~versions.
King James or Authorized Version (which is the historic Bible of this

Church) together with the Marginal Readings authorized for use by

the General Convention of 1901; or from one of the three translations

known as Revised Versions, including the English Revision of 1881,

the American Revision of 1901, and the Revised Standard Version of

1952; from the Jerusalem Bible of 1966; from the New English Bible

with the Apocrypha of 1970; or from The 1976 Good News Bible

(Today's English Version); or from The New American Bible (1970);

or from The Revised Standard Version, an Ecumenical Edition,
commonly known as the "R.S.V. Common Bible" (1973); ot from The

New International Version (1978); or from The New Jerusalem Bible

(1987); or from the Revised English Bible (1989); or from the New

Revised Standard Version (1990); or from translations, authorized by

the diocesan bishop, of those approved versions published in any other

language; or from other versions of the Bible, including those in
languages other than English, which shall be authorized by diocesan

bishops for specific use in congregations or ministries within their

dioceses.

CANON 3: Of the Standard Book of Common Prayer

Sec. 1. The copy of the Book of Common Prayer accepted by the Standard Book
General Convention of this Church, in the year of our Lord 1979, and  of Common
authenticated by the signatures of the Presiding Officers and Prayer.
Secretaries of the two Houses of the General Convention, is hereby

declared to be the Standard Book of Common Prayer of this Church.

Sec. 2. All copies of the Book of Common Prayer to be hereafter made Al copies to
and published shall conform to this Standard, and shall agree therewith ~conform.

in paging, and, as far as it is possible, in all other matters of
typographical arrangement, except that the Rubrics may be printed

cither in red or black, and that page numbers shall be set against the

several headings in the Table of Contents. The requirement of

uniformity in paging shall apply to the entire book but shall not extend

to editions smaller than those known as 32mo, or to editions noted

for music.
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CANON II1.3.3-6 TITLE II

Correcting
inaccuracies.

Copies of
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sent to
Dioceses.

All editions
must be
authorized.

Ttrial use.

Duties of
Custodian.

Authorized trial
use texts.

Sec. 3. In case any typographical inaccuracy shall be found in the
Standard Book of Common Prayer, its correction may be ordered by
a joint Resolution of any General Convention, and notice of such
corrections shall be communicated by the Custodian to the
Ecclesiastical Authority of each Diocese of this Church, and to actual
publishers of the Book of Common Prayer.

Sec. 4. Folio copies of the Standard Book of Common Prayer, duly
authenticated, as in the case of the Standard Book, shall be sent to the
Ecclesiastical Authority of each Diocese in trust for the use thereof,
and for reference and appeal in questions as to the authorized
formularies of this Church.

Sec. 5. No copy, translation, or edition of the Book of Common
Prayer, or a part or parts thereof, shall be made, printed, published, or
used as of authority in this Church, unless it contains the authorization
of the Custodian of the Standard Book of Common Prayer, certifying
that the Custodian or some person appointed by the Custodian has
compared the said copy, translation, or edition with the said Standard,
or a certified copy thereof, and that it conforms thereto. And no copy,
translation, or edition of the Book of Common Prayer, or a part or
parts thereof, shall be made, printed, published, or used as of authority
in this Church, or certified as aforesaid, which contains or is bound up
with any alterations or additions thereto, or with any other matter,
except the Holy Scriptures or the authorized Hymnal of this Church,
or with material set forth in the Book of Occasional Services and The
Proper for the Lesser Feasts and Fasts, as those books are authorized
from time to time by the General Convention.

Sec. 6 (a) Whenever the General Convention, pursuant to Article X
of the Constitution, shall authorize for trial use a proposed revision of
the Book of Common Prayer, or of a portion or portions thereof, the
enabling Resolution shall specify the period of such trial use, the
precise text thereof, and any special terms or conditions under which
such trial use shall be carried out.

(b) It shall be the duty of the Custodian of the Standard Book of
Common Prayer:

(1) To arrange for the publication of such proposed revision;

(2) To protect, by copyright, the authorized text of such
revision, on behalf of the General Convention; which
copyright shall be relinquished when such proposed
revision or revisions shall have been adopted by the
General Convention as an alteration of, or addition to, the
Book of Common Prayer;

(3) To certity that printed copies of such revision or revisions
have been duly authorized by the General Convention, and
that the printed text conforms to that approved by the
General Convention.

(c) During the said period of trial use and under the modifying
conditions specified, only the material so authorized, and in the exact
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WORSHIP CANONS II1.3.7-11.5

form in which it has been so authorized, shall be available as an
alternative for the said Book of Common Prayer or the said portion
or portions thereof; Provided, however, that it shall be competent for the
Presiding Bishop and the President of the House of Deputies, jointly,
on recommendation by a resolution duly adopted at a meeting of the
Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music communicated to the said
presiding officers in writing, to authorize variations and adjustments
to, or substitutions for, or alterations in, any portion of the texts under
trial, which seem desirable as a result of such trial use, and which do
not change the substance of a rite.

(d) In the event of the authorization of such variations, adjustments,
substitutions, or alternatives, as aforesaid, it shall be the duty of the
Custodian of the Standard Book of Common Prayer to notify the
Ecclesiastical Authority of every Diocese, and the Convocation of the
American Churches in Europe, of such action, and to give notice
thereof through the media of public information.

Sec. 7. The appointment of the Custodian of the Standard Book of Appointment of
Common Prayer shall be made by nomination of the House of Bishops ~Custodian.

and confirmed by the House of Deputies at a meeting of the General

Convention. The Custodian shall hold office until the second General

Convention following the General Convention at which the Custodian

was nominated and confirmed. A vacancy occurring in the office of

Custodian when General Convention is not meeting may be filled until

the next General Convention by appointment by the Presiding Bishop

upon the confirmation of the Executive Council.

Sec. 8. It shall be the duty of the Ecclesiastical Authority of any Action on
Diocese in which any unauthorized edition of the Book of Common unauthorized
Prayer, or any part or parts thereof, shall be published or circulated, editions.

to give public notice that the said edition is not of authority in this

Church.

CANON 4: Of the Authorization of Special Forms of Service

In any Congregation, worshipping in other than the English language, Authorized
which shall have placed itself under the oversight of a Bishop of this forms of
Church, it shall be lawful to use a form of service in such language; ‘f"’or§hlp na
Provided, that such form of service shall have previously been approved 155;%1{;@
by the Bishop of the Diocese, until such time as an authorized edition '
of the Book of Common Prayer in such language shall be set forth by

the authority of the General Convention; and Provided further, that no

Bishop shall license any such form of service until first satisfied that

the same is in accordance with the Doctrine and Worship of this

Church; nor in any case shall such form of service be used for the

ordination or consecration of Bishops, Priests, or Deacons.

CANON 5: Of the Music of the Church

It shall be the duty of every Member of the Clergy to see that musicis  Clergy responsi-
used as an offering for the glory of God and as a help to the people in  ble for music.
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CANON I1.6.1-4

TITLE II
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All Churches to
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their worship in accordance with the Book of Common Prayer and as
authorized by the rubrics or by the General Convention of this Church.
To this end the Member of the Clergy shall have final authority in the
administration of matters pertaining to music. In fulfilling this
responsibility the Member of the Clergy shall seek assistance from
persons skilled in music. Together they shall see that music is
appropriate to the context in which it is used.

CANON 6: Of Dedicated and Consecrated Churches

Sec. 1. No Church or Chapel shall be consecrated until the Bishop
shall have been sufficiently satisfied that the building and the ground
on which it is erected are secured for ownership and use by a Parish,
Mission, Congregation, or Institution affiliated with this Church and
subject to its Constitution and Canons.

Sec. 2. It shall not be lawtul for any Vestry, Trustees, or other body
authorized by laws of any State or Territory to hold property for any
Diocese, Parish or Congregation, to encumber or alienate any
dedicated and consecrated Church or Chapel, or any Church or Chapel
which has been used solely for Divine Service, belonging to the Parish
or Congregation which they represent, without the previous consent
of the Bishop, acting with the advice and consent of the Standing
Committee of the Diocese.

Sec. 3. No dedicated and consecrated Church or Chapel shall be
removed, taken down, or otherwise disposed of for any worldly or
common use, without the previous consent of the Standing Committee
of the Diocese.

Sec. 4. Any dedicated and consecrated Church or Chapel shall be
subject to the trust declared with respect to real and personal property

held by any Parish, Mission, or Congregation as set forth in Canon 1.
7.4.
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