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TITLE III        CANONS 1, 2.1–4

TITLE III
MINISTRY

CANON 1: Of the Ministry of All Baptized Persons

Each Diocese shall make provision for the development and affirmation
of the ministry of all baptized persons in the Church and in the world.

CANON  2: Of Commissions on Ministry

Sec. 1. In each Diocese  there shall be a Commission on Ministry (“the
Commission”) consisting of Clergy and Lay Persons. The number of
memb ers, terms of office, and manner of selection to the Commission
shall be determined by the Canons of each diocese.

Sec. 2.  The Commissions shall assist the Bishop with regard to the
implementation of Cano n III. 1., “Of the Ministry of All Baptized
Persons”:

(a) In determining present and future opportunities and needs for the
ministry of all baptized persons in the Diocese and the world.

(b) In supporting the development, training, utilization, and affirmation
of the ministry of all baptized persons in the Diocese and in the world.

Sec. 3. The Commission shall assist the Bishop with regard to the needs
for ordained and Lay professional ministries in the Diocese:

(a) In determining present and future needs for ordained and Lay pro-
fessional ministries in the Diocese.

(b) In recruiting a nd selectin g person s for Holy  Orders a nd in  guiding
and examining Postulants, Candidates, and Deacons in training for
Priesthoo d. 

(c) In providing for the guidance and pastoral care of Clergy and Lay
Persons who are in stipendiary and non-stipe ndiary p ositions acc ountab le
to the Bishop.

(d) In promoting the continuing education of the Clergy and of Lay
Professionals employed by the Church.

Sec. 4. The Bishop and Commission shall actively  solicit from the clergy
and laity of parishes, college and university campus ministry  centers, and
other communities of faith, nominations of persons whose demonstrated
qualities of Christian commitment, leadership and vision, and responsive-
ness to the needs, concerns and ho pes of the  world m ark them  as desirable
candidates for positions of leadersh ip in the Church . The Com mission
shall invite such  nomin ees to engage  in a process o f discernm ent appro pri-
ate to the cultural background of the nominees by which to ascertain the
type of leadership, lay or ordained, to which they may be called. When
this discernment process has been completed, the Commission shall com-
mend to the agencies with their procedures as established under Sec. 2(b)
above, those wh ose voc ation is to lay m inistry, and  shall presen t to the
Bishop those whom it wishes to support as Postulants for ordination to the
Diacon ate or Priesthood, and who have indicated their willingness to be
so nominated.
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Sec. 5. The Commission may adopt rules for its work, subject to the
approval of the Bish op; Provided, they are not inconsistent with the
Constitution and Canons of this Church or of the Diocese. These rules may
include provision for committees of the Commission to act on its behalf;
however,  ultimate responsibility shall remain with the Com mission as a
whole  to report to the Bishop concerning an applicant’s fitness and  readi-
ness for admission as a Postulant or Candidate, for ordination to the Dia-
conate and, if requested by the Bishop, to the Priesthood.

CANON 3: Of Licensed Lay Persons

Sec. 1  (a) A confirmed communicant in good standing may serve as Lay
Reader, Pastoral Leader, Lay Preacher, Lay Eucharistic Minister, or
Catechist,  if licensed by the Bishop or Ecclesiastical Authority of the
Diocese  in which the person is a member. Guidelines for training and
selection of such persons shall be established by the Bishop.

(b) The Presiding Bishop or the Bishop Suffragan for the Armed Forces
may l icense a member of the Armed Forces to exercise one or more of
these ministries in th e Arm ed Forc es in accor dance w ith the provisions of
this Canon.

(c) A Diocesa n Bishop  or the Ec clesiastical Au thority m ay license d uly
certified Church Army Evangelists to exercise one or more of these
ministries in accordance with the provisions of this Canon.

Sec. 2 (a) A license sh all be given  only at the  request, a nd upo n the
recommendation, of the Member of the Clergy in charge of the
Congregation in which the pe rson will be serving. The license shall be
issued for a period of time not to exceed three years and shall be rev ocable
by the Bishop, or upon the request of the Member of the Clergy in charge
of the Congregation.

(b) Renewal of the license shall be determined on the basis of the
acceptab le performance of the ministry by the licensee and upon the en-
dorsement of the Member of the Clergy in charge of the Con gregation  in
which the person is serving.

(c) A person licen sed in any D iocese under the provisions of this Canon
may serve in another Congregation in the same or another Diocese at the
invitation of the Member of the Clergy in charge, and with the consent of
the Bishop in whose jurisdiction the service will occur.

(d) The person licensed shall conform to the directions of the Bishop
and the Member of the Clergy in charge of the Congregation in which the
person is serving, in all matters relating to the conduct of services, the
sermons to be read, and the dress to be worn. In every respect, the person
licensed shall conform  to the requ iremen ts and limita tions set forth  in the
rubrics and other directions of the Book of Com mon Prayer.

Sec. 3. A Pastoral Leader is a Lay Person licensed to exercise pastoral or
admin istrative responsibil ity in a Congregation under special  circum-
stances and may be licensed to lead regularly the Offices authorized by the
Book of Common Prayer. Prior to licensing, a Pastoral Leader shall be
trained, examin ed, and foun d comp etent in the following  subjects:
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(a) The Holy Scriptures, contents and background;
(b) The Bo ok of C omm on Pray er and T he Hym nal;
(c) The conduct of public worship;
(d) Use of the voice;
(e) Church History;
(f) The Church’s Doctrine as set forth in the Creeds and An Outline

of the Faith,  commonly called the Catechism;
(g) Parish Administration;
(h) Approp riate Canons;
(i) Pastoral Care.

A Pastoral Leader shall not be licensed  if, in the judgment of the Bishop
or Ecclesiastica l Autho rity, the Congregation is able to and has had rea-
sonable  opportunity to secure a resident Member of the Clergy in charge.

Sec. 4. A Lay  Preache r is a person  licensed to  preach. P rior to licensing,
the Lay Pre acher sha ll be trained, examined, and found competent in the
following sub jects:

(a) The Holy Scriptures, contents and background;
(b) The Bo ok of C omm on Pray er and T he Hym nal;
(c) The conduct of public worship;
(d) Use of the voice;
(e) Church History;
(f) Christian Ethics and Moral Theology;
(g) The Church’s Doctrine as set forth in the Creeds and An Outline

of the Faith,  commonly called the Catechism;
(h) Approp riate Canons;
(i) Pastoral Care;
(j) Homiletics.

Persons so licensed shall only preach in congregations upon the initiative
and under the supervision of the Member of the Clergy in charge.

Sec. 5 (a) A Lay Eucharistic Minister is a person licensed to this extra-
ordinary ministry. The Lay Eucharistic Minister shall have one or both of
the following functions, as specified in the license:

(1) Administering the elements at any  Celebration of H oly Eucha rist
in the absence of a sufficient number of Priests or Deacons
assisting the c elebrant;

(2) Directly  following a Celebration of the Holy Eucharist on Sun-
day or other regularly schedu led Celebrations,  taking the Sacra-
ment consecrated at the Celebration to members of the Congre-
gation who, by reason of illness  or infirmity, were unable to be
present at the Celebration. Persons so licensed may also be
know n as “Lay  Eucha ristic Visitors.”

(b) Qualifications, requirements, and guidelines for the selection,
training, and use o f Lay E ucharistic M inisters shall  be established by the
Bishop.

(c) This ministry is not to take the place of the ministry of Priests and
Deacons in the exercise of their office, including regular visitation of
members  unable to attend the Celebration of the Holy Eucharist. A Lay
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Eucha ristic Minister should normally be under the direction of a Deacon
of the Congregation, if there be one.

Sec. 6. A Catech ist is a  person l icensed to prepare persons for Baptism,
Confirmation, Reception, and the Reaffirmation  of Baptismal V ows. Prior
to licensing, Catechists shall be trained, examined and found competent
in the following su bjects:

(a) The Holy Scriptures, contents and background;
(b) The Bo ok of C omm on Pray er and T he Hym nal;
(c) Church History;
(d) The Church’s Doctrine as set forth in the Creeds and An Outline

of the Faith,  commonly called the Catechism;
(e) Method s of Catechesis.

Sec. 7. A Lay Reader  is a person  who re gularly lea ds public  worship  under
the direction of a Member of the Clerg y in charge of the Congregation.
Training and licensing shall be under the a uthority of the Bisho p for those
persons recommended by the Member of the Clergy in charge of the
Congregation, as provided by the Canons of the Diocese.

Sec. 8. A Lector is a person trained in reading of the Word and appointed
without license by the Member of the Clergy in charge of the Congre-
gation to read lessons or lead the Prayers of the People.

CANON  4: Of Postulants for Holy Orders

Sec. 1. All Bishops of Dioceses and other Cler gy shall m ake pro visions to
identify fit persons for Holy Orders and encourage them to present
themselves for Postula ncy. No  one shall  be denie d access to  the selection
process for ordin ation in  this Church because of race, color, ethnic origin,
sex, national origin, marital status, sexual orientation, disabilities or age,
except as otherwise specified by these Canons. No righ t to ordinatio n is
hereby established.

Sec. 2 (a) Each perso n desiring  to be adm itted as a Postu lant for H oly
Orders shall initially consult the Member of the Clergy in charge of the
Congregation of which  the perso n is a confirm ed adult c omm unicant in
good standing. The person shall set forth the order to which the person
feels called, the g round s of the des ire for admission to H oly Orders,
together with such personal circumstances as may bear on the person’s
qualifications or course of preparation.

(b) (1) The Member of the Clergy in charge shall make a careful in-
quiry, in consultation with other leaders of the Congregation,
into the physical, intellectual, moral, emotional, and spiritual
qualifications of the person. If the person has been a com-
municant in good standing of the Congregation for at least one
year and the conclusion is that the person should persevere, the
Member  of the Clergy shall counsel the perso n to ma ke this
desire known to the Bishop in whose jurisdiction the person
resides and shall report the findings to the Bishop.
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(2) If the Bishop is unable to accept an app licant who othe rwise
would  qualify for Postulancy, the Bishop may give written
consent to the person to apply to the Bishop of another D iocese
for admission. The applicant shall give to that Bishop the name
of the Member of the C lergy in charge of the applicant’s
Congregation, from whom the Bishop shall ascertain, either by
personal confere nce or b y written re port, the ap plicant’s
qualificatio ns for adm ission as a Po stulant.

(c) Before accep ting an applicant for  Postulancy, the B ishop shall
determine that the person is a confirmed adult communicant in good
standing of a Congregation within that Bishop’s  Diocese which is willing
to involve itself in the applican t’s preparation for H oly Orders.

(d) The applicant shall state to the Bishop in writing, the following
information:

(1) Full name, da te of birth, and ma rital status.
(2) The length of time resident in the Diocese.
(3) When, and by whom, baptized.
(4) When, and by whom, confirmed.
(5) Whether application has been made previously for admission as

a Postulant for Ho ly Orders.
(6) On wh at grounds the a pplicant is mov ed to seek Ho ly Orders.
(7) The level of education attained, an d, if any, the degrees earned

and areas of specialization.
(e) Before the admission of a Postulant, the Bishop shall confer in

person with the applicant, and shall require the applicant to submit to a
thorough examination, covering both medical and psychological con-
dition, by professionals appointed by the Bishop. The appointed profes-
sionals  shall use the forms for medical and psychological and psychiatric
reports prepared by the Church Pension Fund for this purpose. These re-
ports  shall be kept on file by the Bishop. When deemed appropriate the
Bishop may make  available information from the reports to the Com-
mission with proper regard for confidentiality.

Sec.  3 (a) On the basis of the application and of the personal interview,
the Bishop shall notify the applicant and the Commission whether or not
the Bishop is moved to proceed. If the Bishop is moved to proceed, the
Commission, either as a whole, or by means of a  committee charged with
the responsibility, shall meet with the applicant to review the application
and to prepare an evaluation of the applicant’s qualifications to pursue a
course of preparation for Holy Orders. In each case the applicant must
satisfy the Bishop regarding intellectual ability and competence to pursue
a course of study  preparatory to m inistry in Holy Ord ers.

(b) The Com mission sh all present to  the Bisho p its evaluation, together
with its reasons.

Sec. 4. The following papers shall be presented to the Bishop and the
Commission:

(a) The formal application specified in Sec.2(d) of this Canon.
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(b) The evaluation of the Commission, as provided in Sec.3(a) of this
Canon.

(c) If the applicant is or has b een a stud ent in a theo logical sch ool, a
transcript of the applicant’s academic record together with the
school’s evaluation of the applicant’s personal qualifications for
Holy Orders in this Church.

(d) (1) A certificate from the Rector and Vestry of the Parish of
which the applicant is a confirmed adult comm unicant in
good standing, setting forth the grounds upon which they
judge the applicant to possess such qualifications as would be
fitting for admission as a Postulant for Holy Orders, and
whether their judgment is based on personal knowledge or on
other evidence.

(2) This certificate must be signed by both the Rector of the
Parish of which  the appli cant is a member and by a two-
thirds majority of the whole Vestry, and must be attested by
the Clerk of the Vestry or the Recording Secretary of the
meeting at which the vote was taken in the following form:

I hereby certify that the foregoing certificate was signed
at a meeting of the Vestry of __________ Parish,
__________, duly convened at _____ on the _____ day of
_____, _____, and that the names atta ched are tho se of all
(or a two-thirds majority of all) the members of the
Vestry.
(Signed) _______________,
Clerk (or Secretary) of the Vestry.

Sec. 5. When  admitting  the applica nt to Postu lancy, the Bishop shall
consult  with the applicant regarding financial resources which will be
available  for the support of the Postulant throughout preparation for ordi-
nation. During  Postulan cy and la ter Cand idacy, the  Bishop or someone
appointed by the Bishop shall review periodically the financial condition
and plan s of the Po stulant.

Sec. 6. Upon compliance with these requirements, the Bishop may ad mit
the applicant as a Postula nt for Ho ly Orde rs. The B ishop sha ll thereupon
record the Postulant’s name, with the date of ad mission, in  a Register kept
for that purpose, and shall inform the Postulant, the Rector of the Postu-
lant, the Commission, the Standing Committee, and the Dean of the Sem i-
nary the Postulant may be attending, or proposes to attend, of the fact and
date of such admission.

Sec. 7(a) The Bishop and the Commission shall work closely with the
Postulant to develop and mon itor a program of preparation for Holy
Orders, including theological training, practical experience, emotional
develop ment,  and spiritual formation, and to insure that pastoral guidance
is provided throughout the period of preparation.

(b) The Postulant, before entering upon or pursuing further theological
studies, must p resent to the Bishop and the Com mission satisfactory
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evidence of holding an accredited  baccalau reate deg ree, or its equ ivalent,
together with a full  transcript of the completed academic w ork. This work
shall include sufficient instruction  in the following su bjects:

(1) The language (including grammar and composition),  literature, and
culture of the people among whom the Postulant expects to exercise
Ministry;

(2) History; and
(3) Two of the  following sub jects:

(a) Mathem atics,
(b) A Natural Science,
(c) Philosophy,
(d) A Social Science.

(c) If the Postulant does not hold a baccalaureate degree, but has shown
such proficiency in an occupation or profession as gives promise of
usefulness in Holy O rders, the P ostulant m ay be req uired to o btain an
accredited baccalaureate degree; or else shall be required to pass an
examination in the subjects listed in Sec. 7(b) of this Canon, and any
subjects  required by the theological school or other program of preparation
for Holy Orders in which the Postulant is to be enrolled, or othe rwise
satisfy the Commission of sufficient knowledge in these subjects. The
Commission shall report to the Bishop whether the above requirem ents
have be en met.

Sec. 8. Every Postulan t and Can didate for  Holy-O rders shall co mmu nicate
with the Bishop personally or by letter, four times a year, in the Ember
Weeks,  reflecting on the individual’s academic experience and personal
and spiritu al develo pmen t.

Sec. 9. Any Postulant may be removed from the Register of Postulants at
the sole discretion of the Bishop, who shall give the reason s persona lly to
the Postulant  with written notice to the Rector of the Postulant, the
Commission and the Standing Committee, and the Dean of the theological
school the Postulant may be attending or the director of the program of
preparation.

Sec. 10. A Postulant who has been examined in any of th e subjects
prescribed in Sec. 7(b) of this Canon and who afterwards applies for
admission as Postulant in any other Diocese, shall present to the Bishop
of the other Diocese a certificate from the Bishop of the examining
Diocese  stating what examinations have been taken and the result of each.

Sec. 11. No Bishop shall consider accepting as a Postulant any person who
has been refused a dmission as a C andidate for H oly Orders in any other
Diocese, or who, having been ad mitted, has afterwards ceased to be a
Candidate, until the applicant produces a letter from the Bishop of the
Diocese  refusing admission, or in which the person has been a Candidate,
declaring the cause of refusal or of cessation. If a dec ision is ma de to
proceed in the matter, the Bishop shall send the letter to the Commission.
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CANON  5: Of Candidates for Holy Orders

Sec. 1. A Postulant for Holy Orders, having be en duly  admitted  in
accordance with Canon  III.4, may app ly for admission  as a Candid ate for
Holy  Orders by the Bishop upon compliance with the following
conditions:

(a) At least six months shall have elapsed sin ce admission a s a
Postulant for Ho ly Orders.

(b) The Postulant shall have been enrolled for at least eighteen months
or completed one half of a full course of study in a theological
school or seminary or in some other program of preparation for
Holy Orders approved by the Bishop and the Commission.

(c) The Bishop shall have received:
(i) The reaffirmation in writing from the Rector and Vestry of

the certificate required in Canon III.4.4(d).
(ii) The evaluation and recommendation of the theological

school or director of the program of preparation, as to the
Postulant’s personal qualifications for the exerc ise of Ho ly
Orders after three semesters of study or the equivalent, and
using a form provided by the Board for Theological Edu-
cation.

(iii) A report from the Comm ission as to the P ostulant’s re adi-
ness to be received  as a Candidate fo r Holy Ord ers.

(iv) The approval in writing of the Standing Committee, who
may have interviewed the Postulant and who shall have had
an opportunity to review the documentation relating to the
application  of the Po stulant.

(d) The Bishop sh all interview  the Postula nt and ascertain the Postu-
lant’s readiness to  make the declaration required in Article VIII of
the Constitution.

Sec. 2. Upon satisfactory c omplia nce with  the above provisions, the Bish-
op may admit and list the Postulant as a Candidate for Holy Ord ers and
shall inform the Candidate, the Rector of the Candidate, the Commission,
the Standing Committee, and the Dean of the theological school the
Candid ate is attending , or the directo r of the pro gram o f prepara tion in
which the Candidate is enrolled.

Sec. 3 (a) During the course of the Candidate’s  academic preparation for
Holy  Orders, an annual re port shall b e render ed to the Bishop and to the
Candid ate by the theological school or by the director of the program
under whom  the Cand idate is assign ed to pursue studies; which report
shall contain an evaluation both of academic performance and of personal
qualification for ordination.

(b) The Bishop shall keep these reports on file and shall make copies
available to the Commission and the Standing Committee.

Sec. 4(a) A Candidate must remain in canonical relationship with the
Diocese  in which  admis sion has been granted, until ordination to the
Diaconate, except as provided in Sec. 4(b) of this Canon.
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(b) For reasons satisfactory to the Bishop, Letters Dimissory to another
Diocese  may be granted to a Cand idate upo n reque st; Provided, that the
Bishop of the receiving Diocese is willing to accept the Cand idate, with
the consent of the Standing Committee of the receiving Diocese.

Sec. 5. At the Bishop’s sole discretion, any Candidate may be removed
from the list of Cand idates, with r easons g iven pers onally to th e Cand idate
and written notice given to the Candidate, the Rector of the Candidate, the
Commission, the Standing Committee, and the Dean of the theological
school or the director of the program in which the Candidate is enrolled.

Sec. 6. If a Bishop has removed the Candidate’s name from the list of
Candidates,  except by Letters Dimissory, or the Candidate’s application
for ordination been rejected, no other Bishop may ordain the person
without re-adm ission to  Candidacy, continuing for at least twelve mon ths.

CANON 6: Of the Ordination of Deacons

Sec. 1. To be ordained Deacon a person must be at least twenty-one years
of age.

Sec. 2.  No one shall  be ordained Deacon within one year from admission
as a Candidate fo r Holy Ord ers, unless, under special circumstances, the
Bishop, with the advice and consent of a majority of all the members of
the Standing Committee, shall shorten the time of Candidacy; and in no
case shall the time be sh ortened to less than six m onths.

Sec. 3. Before the ordination of a Deacon the Bishop shall require the
applicant to submit to a thorough examination, covering both medical and
psychological condition , by profe ssionals appointed by the Bishop. The
forms for medical and psychological and psychiatric reports prepared by
The Church Pension Fund shall be used for these purpos es. These  reports
shall be ke pt on file  by the Bishop and shall be available to the Standing
Committee.

Sec. 4 (a) The Candidate shall have completed a course of study for such
time and to su ch exten t as is judged  suitable by  the Bishop after con sul-
tation with the Commission, in the following subject matter:

(1) Holy Scriptures: contents and background;
(2) Church History: a general outline;
(3) Christian Theology; the Church’s teaching as set forth in the

Creeds and An Outline of the Faith, commonly called the
Catechism;

(4) Christian Ethics and Moral Theology;
(5) Studies in Contemporary  Society, including racial and other

minority gro ups;
(6) Liturgics: the contents and use of the Book of Common

Prayer;
(7) Theory and Practice of Ministry.

(b) The Ca ndidate shall take and pass an examination, the form and
content of which shall be determined by the Bishop and the Commission.

(c) The Candidate shall have completed training or practical experience
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suitable  to the Candidate’s occupation, and ministry in the Church and the
world. A record of all such training and an evaluation of the Candidate’s
attainments shall be submitted in writing to the Commission.

Sec. 5. No on e shall be ordained Deacon without the recommendation of
the Standing Committee to the Bishop.

Sec. 6. In order to be recommended for ordination the Candidate  must
present to the Standing Committee:

(a) An application for ordination signed by the Candidate, stating the
Candidate’s date of birth; including a statement of how the
Candid ate intends  to exercise the ministry of a Deacon both in the
Church and in the  world an d that there is no intent to apply for
ordination to the Priesthood.

(b) Certificates from th e Bishop (s) by wh om th e Candidate was
admitted a Postulant and a Candidate, declaring the dates of
admission as a Postulant and as a Candidate and in what manner the
ministry of the Deacon is to be exercised.

(c) (1) A certificate from the Rector and Vestry of the Parish of
which the pe rson is a mem ber, in the following  words:
To the Standing Com mittee of the Diocese of __________
(Place) We do certify that, after due inquiry, w e are w ell
assured and believe that A.B., for the last three years has
lived a sober, honest, and godly life, and is loyal to the
Doctrine, Discipline, and Worship of this Church, and
does not hold anything contrary thereto. And, moreover,
we think A.B. a person worthy to be admitted to the
Sacred O rder of Dea cons.
(Date) __________ (Signed) _______________

(2) The certificate must be attested by the Clerk of the Vestry,
at which the vo te was taken in the fo llowing wo rds:
I hereby  certify tha t A.B. is  a  member of _________
Parish in _________ and a confirmed adult  commu-
nicant in good standing; that the foregoing certificate
was signed at a meeting of the Vestry duly convened at
________ on the _____ day of _____, and that the names
attached are those of all (or a two-thirds majority of all)
the members of the Vestry.
(Signed) _______________
Clerk of the Vestry

(d) A report from the Com mission th at the Can didate ha s successfu lly
completed the required course of study and training, giving an
evaluation with recommendation as to personal qualifications for
Holy Ord ers.

Sec. 7. The Stan ding Co mmitte e, on the re ceipt of the certificates
prescribed above and having reason to believe that all other canonical
requirem ents have been c omplied w ith, and having n o reason to sup pose
the existence of any sufficient ob stacle, med ical, psych ological, m oral, or
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spiritual,  at a meeting duly convened, a majority of all the members of the
Committee consenting, may recommend the Candidate for ordination by
a testimonial in the following words addressed to the Bishop and signed
by all consenting to its adoption:

To the Right Reverend __________, Bishop of __________: We, being
a majority of all the members of the Standing Committee of
__________, and having been duly convened at _____, do testify that
A.B. has lived a sober, honest, and godly life, and is loyal to the
Doctrine, Discipline, and W orship of this Church and do es not ho ld
anything contrary thereto. Accordingly, we hereby recommend A.B.
for ordination to  the Diacon ate. In witness whereof, we have hereunto
set our hands this _____ day of _____, in the year of our Lord _____
(Signed) _______________

Sec. 8. The testimonial having been presented to the Bishop, and there
being no sufficient objection on grounds medical, psychological, mo ral,
doctrinal,  or spiritual, the Bishop may take order for the ordination; and
at the time o f the ordin ation the C andidate  shall subscr ibe public ly and
make, in the presen ce of the B ishop, the d eclaration r equired  in Article
VIII of the Constitution.

Sec. 9(a) A Deacon ordained under the provisions of this Canon may
execute  all the functions pertaining to the office of Deacon, subject to the
general provisions of Canon III.13, and at the request, or  with the conse nt,
of the Rector and Vestry, may be assigned to serve in one or more  Parishes
or Missions.

(b) The Deacon may not be transferred to another jurisdiction nor given
a license to perform the duties of the office of Deacon in another
jurisdiction, except upon the written request of the Bishop thereof, which
request must be supported by the written consent of the Standing
Committee of such other jurisdiction.

(c) The provisions of Canon I.8, “Of the Church  Pension  Fund,”  shall
not apply, as to either assessme nts or benefits, to Deacons ordained under
the provisions of this Canon, except that Deacons ordained under this
provision who are employed in the active service of the Church on or after
January 1, 1990, shall be entitled to the same provisions for pension
protection as other Deacons under the Rules of the Church Pension Fund
based on prospective service on and after January 1, 1990.

Sec. 10. A Deacon ordained in acco rdance with the p rovisions  of this
Canon shall not be eligible for ordination to the Priesthood, except that,
with the prior written consent of the Bishop and the Standing Committee,
and for good cause shown , the Deacon, after the requirements of Canon
III.7 have been fulfilled, may be ordained by the Bishop to the Priesthood.

CANON 7: Of Ordination to the Diaconate and Priesthood

Sec. 1. A Candidate must first be ordained Deacon before being ordained
Priest.
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Sec. 2. To be ordained Deacon a person must be at least twenty-one years
of age.

Sec. 3. No on e shall be o rdained  Deaco n unde r this Canon  within  twelve
months from admission as Candidate for Holy Orders, unless, under spe-
cial circumstances, the Bishop, with the advice and consent of a majo rity
of the mem bers of the Standin g Com mittee, shall shorten the time of
Candidacy; and in no case shall the time be shortened to less than six
months.

Sec. 4. Before the ordination of a Deacon the Bishop shall require the
applicant to submit to a thorough examination, covering both medical and
psychological condition, by professionals appointed by the Bishop. The
forms for med ical and p sycholo gical and  psychiatric  reports  prepared by
The Church  Pension  Fund sh all be used  for these p urposes . These re ports
shall be kept on file by the Bishop and shall b e available  to the Standing
Committee.

Sec. 5(a) Before ordination to the Diaconate, the Candidate must be
examined and sho w proficiency in the following subject matter:

(1) The Ho ly Scriptures;
(2) Church  History, in cluding  the Ecum enical M ovem ent;
(3) Christian Theology, including Missionary Theology and Missi-

ology;
(4) Christian Ethics, and Moral Theology;
(5) Studies in contemporary society, including racial and m inority

groups;
(6) Liturgics and Church Mu sic; Christian W orship an d Mu sic

according to the contents and use of the Book of Common Prayer
and the Hymnal, respectively;

(7) Theory and practice of ministry.
(b) A Candidate who has been an adult member in some other body of

Christians shall also be examined in writing on those points of doctrine,
discipline, polity, and worship in which that Communion from which the
Candidate has come differs from this Church.

Sec. 6. No one shall be ordained Deacon without the recommendation of
the Standing Committee of the Diocese to the Bishop.

Sec. 7. In order to be recomm ended for o rdination the Can didate must
present to the Standing Committee:

(a) An application for ordination signed by the Candidate stating the
Candidate’s date of birth.

(b) Certificates from th e Bishop(s) by whom the Candidate was
admitted a Postulant and a Candidate, giving the dates of admission
as a Postulant and as a Candidate.

(c) A certificate from the Rector and Vestry of the Parish of which the
Candidate is a member, in the form specified in Cano n III.6.6(c).

(d) A certificate from the theological school or from those  under wh ose
direction the Candidate has been pursuing studies, showing the
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Candidate’s scholastic record in the subjects required b y the Canon s,
and giving an evaluation with recommendation as to the Candidate’s
other persona l qualification s for Holy  Orders to gether w ith a recom-
mendation regarding ordination.

Sec. 8. On the receipt of the certificates prescribed above and the report  of
the Board o f Exam ining Ch aplains pre scribed in C anon III . 31.4, and
having reason to believe that all other canonical requirements have been
complied with, and having no reason to suppose the existence of any
sufficient obstacle, m edical, psy cholog ical, moral, or spiritual, the
Standing Comm ittee, a majority of all the memb ers consenting, may
recommend the Candidate for ordination by a testimonial addressed to the
Bishop in the form specified in  Canon  III.6.7 and  signed b y all consenting
to its adoption.

Sec. 9. The testimonial having been presented to the Bishop, and there
being no sufficient objection on grounds medical, psychological, moral,
doctr inal, or spiritual, the  Bishop m ay take o rder for th e ordinatio n; and
at the time of the ord ination the Cand idate shall subscribe publicly and
make, in the presence of the Bishop, the declaration required in Article
VIII of the Constitution.

Sec. 10. No on e shall be o rdained  Priest until:
(a) Reaching the age of twenty-four.
(b) Two years from admission as a Candidate, and one year from

ordination to the Diaconate, unless the Bishop, for urgent reasons
fully stated, with the advice and consent of a majority of all the
members of the Standing Committee, shall shorten the time. In no
case shall a Deacon in trainin g for Priesthood  be ordained P riest
within  one year from admission as a Cand idate for Holy Orders, nor
less than six months from ordination to the Diaconate.

(c) Completing practical training in work as a Deacon in preparation
for ordination to the Priesthood.

(d) Recommended  to the Bishop by the Standing Committee of the
Diocese  in which  the Deac on is cano nically resid ent.

Sec. 11. In order to  be recom mend ed for ord ination by the Standing
Committee, the Deacon must present to the Committee:

(a) An application for ordination signed by the Deacon, stating the
Deacon’s date of birth.

(b) A certificate from the Bishop declaring that the terms of Postulancy
and Candidacy and service in the Diaconate have been completed.

(c) A certificate from the Rector and Vestry of the Parish to which the
Deacon is assign ed in the following  words:

To the Standing Committee of __________ (Place) _________
(Date)__________
We do certify that, after due inquiry, we are well assured and
believe that the Reverend A.B., Deacon since the _____ day of
____ in the yea r ____ _, being the date of ordination to the
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Diaconate  (or for at least three years), has lived a sober, honest, and
godly  life, and has not written, taught, or held anything contrar y to
the Do ctrine, D iscipline, or W orship  of this Church. And, moreover,
we think the Reverend A.B. a person worthy to be admitted to the
Sacred O rder of Priests.
(Signed) _______________

This certificate must be  attested by the Clerk o f the Vestry, as follow s:

I hereby certify that the Reverend A.B. is a resident of __________
Parish in __________; that the foregoing certificate was signed at a
meeting of the Vestry duly convened at ____ on the _____ day of
_____, and the names attach ed are those of all (or a two-thirds
majority of all) the members of the Vestry.
(Signed) _______________
Clerk of the Vestry

Sec. 12. On the receipt of the certificates and the report of the Commission
that the training and academic requirements have been successfully com-
pleted, and having reason to believe that all other canonic al requirem ents
have been complied with, and having no reason to suppose the existence
of any sufficient obstacle, m edical, psy cholog ical, mora l, or spiritual,  the
Standing Committee, a majority of all the members consenting, may
recommend the Deacon for ordination by a testimonial in the following
words addressed to th e Bishop  and sign ed by all co nsenting  to its
adoption:

To the Right Reverend __________, Bishop of __________
We, being a majority of all the members of the Standing Committee
of ______, and having been duly convened at _____, do testify that the
Reverend A.B., Deacon, desiring to be ordained Priest, has presented
to us satisfactory certificates that since the _____ day of _____ in the
year _____, being the date  of ordination to the Diaconate (or for the
last three years), the Reverend A.B. has lived a sober, honest, and
godly  life, and has not written, taught, or held anything contrary to
the Doctrine, Discipline, or Worship of this Church; and we hereby
recommend the Reverend A.B. for ordination to the Priesthood.
In witness whereof, we have hereunto set our hands this _____ day of
_____, in the year of our Lord _____
(Signed) _______________

Sec. 13. The testimonial having been presented to the Bishop, and there
being no sufficie nt objectio n on gro unds m edical, psy cholog ical moral,
doctrinal,  or spiritual, the Bishop may take order for the ordination; and
at the t ime of the ordination the Deacon shall be required to subscribe
publicly  and make, in the Bish op’s pres ence, the d eclaration r equired  in
Article VIII of the Constitution.

Sec. 14. No De acon sh all be orda ined Priest u ntil having been appointed
to serve in some Parochial Cure  within the jurisdiction of this Church, or
as a Mission ary und er the Ecc lesiastical Au thority  of some Diocese, or as
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an officer of some Missionary Society recognized by the General Con-
vention, or as a Chaplain of the  Armed  Forces of the U nited States, or as
a Chaplain  in some recognized hospital or other welfare institution, or as
a Chaplain or instructor in some school, college, or other seminary of
learning, or with some other opportunity for the exercise of the office of
Priest within the Church judged appropriate by the Bishop.

CANON 8: Of General Provisions Respecting Ordination

Sec. 1. The provisions of the Canons of this Title for the admission of
Postulan ts and Ca ndidate s, and for the ordination  to the three Orders,
Bishops,  Priests, and Deacons, shall be equally applicable to men and
women. No on e shall be d enied acc ess to the ord ination process nor
postulancy, candidacy or ordination in any parish or diocese of this church
solely on account of his or her sex.

Sec. 2. No appointment for the ordination of any Ca ndidate  shall be made
until the Bishop has had due notice of compliance with all of the canonical
requiremen ts.

Sec. 3 (a) For the purpose of this and other Canons of Ordination, the
canonical authority  assigned  to the Bishop of the Diocese as the Ordinary
may be exercised by a Bishop Coadjutor, when so empowered under
Canon III.25.1(c), or by a Bishop Suffragan when requested by the Bishop
of a Diocese, or by any other Bishop of the Anglican Communion canon-
ically in charge of a Diocese, at the request of the ordinand’s Bishop.

(b) The Council of Advice of the Convocation of American Churches
in Europe, and the board appointed by a Bishop having jurisdiction in an
Area Mission in accordance with the provisions of Canon I.11.2(c), shall,
for the purp ose of this  and other Canons of Title III have the same powers
as the Standing Committee of a Diocese.

(c) In case of a vacancy in the episcopate in a Diocese, the Ecclesiastical
Autho rity may authorize and request the P resident of the Ho use of Bishops
of the Province, or another Bishop, to take order for an ordination.

Sec. 4  (a) No certific ate or testim onial,  the form of which is supplied by
Canon, shall be valid, unle ss it be in the words prescribed; the omission of
the date therefrom  shall render such certi ficate or testim onial liable to
rejection.

(b) No Candidate for Holy Orders shall sign any of the certificates
prescribed in the Canons of this Title.

(c) Whenever the testimonial of the Standing Committee is required, the
testimonial must be signed at a meeting duly convened, and, in the ab-
sence of expre ss provisio n to the co ntrary, by  a majority  of the wh ole
Committee.

(d) Whenever the certificate  of a Vestry  is required , such certific ate
must  be signed by a two-thirds majority of all the members of the Vestry,
at a meeting duly convened and by the Rector or Member of the Clergy in
charge of the Parish, and the fact mu st be attested by the Secretary of the
Vestry. Should there be no Rector or Member of the Clergy in charge, the
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certificate shall be signed by a two-thirds majority of all the members of
the Vestry and by a Presbyter of the Diocese acquainted with the applicant
and the Parish, the reason for the substitution being stated in the attesting
clause.

(e) Should the Congregation of which the applicant is a member not be
a Parish, the certificates required by Canons III.4, 5 and 6 or 7 shall be
given by the Member of the Cler gy in  charge and the local council of the
Congregation, attested to by the Recording Secretary of the meeting at
which the certification was voted.

(f) When the applicant is a member of a Religious Order or Christian
Com munity  officially  recognized by Canon III.30, the certificates referred
to in Sec.4(d) and any other requirements of a Congregation or Member
of the Clergy in Charge, may be given by the Superior or person in charge,
and Chapter, or other comparable body of the Order or Community.

Sec. 5. Whenever dispensation from any of the requirements for ordination
by the Canons of this Title is permitted, the application must be first made
to the Bishop, and if approv ed, referre d to the Sta nding C omm ittee for its
advice an d conse nt.

Sec. 6. If, in the case of any applicant for admission as a Candidate for
Holy  Orders, or for ordination, a majority of the Standing Committee
refuse to recom mend , or shall fail  to act within three months, although the
required certificates have been laid before the Committee, it shall be the
duty  of the Committee, without delay, to give  to the Bishop the rea sons,
in writing, for its refusal or failure.

CANON 9: Of the Ordination of Local Priests and Deacons

Sec. 1 (a) With regard to  Dioceses w ith Congregations or missionary
opportunities in communities which are small, isolated, remote, or distinct
in respect of ethnic composition, language, or culture, and which cannot
be provide d sufficien tly with the s acrame nts and pastoral ministrations of
the Church through Clergy ordained under the provisions of Canon III.7,
it shall be permissible for the Bishop, with the advice and consent of the
Standing Committee, or the equivalent body in special jurisdictions, and
with the prior approval in principle of the House of Bishops of the
Province, to establish procedures by which persons may be called by their
Congregations and the Bishop with the Standing Committee, to be or-
dained local Priests and Deacons and licensed to serve the Congregations
or communities out of which they were called.

(b) The persons to be ordained under the provisions of this Section shall
have the follow ing qualifications:

(1) They shall be not less than thirty-two years of age, and shall have
been members of this Church for at least five years. Under extra-
ordinary circumstances, the Bishop and the Standing Committee, on
a two-thirds vote, may allow a v ariance o f either of the se quali-
fications, but in no case below the ages specified in Canons III .6
and III.7.
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(2) They shall be confirmed adult communicants in good standing,
recognized by their Congregation for their maturity in Christian
Faith and Life.

(3) They shall be recognized as leaders in the Congregation and shall
be firmly rooted in the community.

(4) If no suitable person be found with in the local Congregation, the
Bishop and the Congregation with the consent of a two-thirds
majority  of the Standing Committee may call a person who resides
in another community of the Diocese but otherw ise satisfies all  the
requirements of this Canon.

Sec. 2. The provisions for Postulancy and Candidacy, as set forth in Canon
III.4.2(c) through 8 and Canon III.5.1 through 5, shall be followed, except
that:

(a) The certificate required in Canon III.4.4(d)(2) shall be signed by:
(1) Four confirmed adult communicants in good standing from

the Congregation resident in the community, if there is no
local council of the Congregation; and

(2) One Presbyter of the Diocese to whom the applicant and the
commu nity are personally known, if there is no Member of
the Clergy in charge of the Congregation.

(b) No minimum time for study as a Postulant shall apply in Canon
III.5.1(b).

(c) Letters Dimissory shall not be required.

Sec. 3. For those  who ar e to serve their Congregations as local Priests, the
provision s as set forth in  Canon  III.7 shall be  followed , except tha t:

(a) The requirements of the standards of learning specified in Canon
III.7.5 may be modified, but in every case:

(1) The Bishop and the Comm ission must receive satisfactory
evidence that the Candidate:

(i) Understands the office and work of a Deacon and of
a Priest and is ready to serve in that Order to which
the Candidate is called;

(ii) Has adequate knowledg e of the co ntents of th e Old
and New Testaments, Church History and of the
Church’s teaching a s set forth in th e Creed s and in
An Outline of the Faith, com monly  called the Cate-
chism; and

(iii) Is familiar with the Book of Common Prayer and has
the ability to read the Holy Scriptures and conduct
the service of the Church in an intelligible  and rever-
ent fashion.

(2) The Bishop and  Comm ission shall require and su pervise the
continuing education of each person ordained under the
provisions of this Canon, and keep a record of the same.

(3) In all cases of the ordination under this Canon of persons
with modified requirements of learning, a record of the mod-
ifications shall be kept by the Bishop, and every Member of
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the Clergy thus ordained shall be reported to the Recorder with the other
matters required in Canon I.1.6(b).

(b) The certificates req uired in C anon III .7.7(c) an d 11(c) sh all be
signed by:

(1) Six confirm ed adult c omm unicants in  good standing within
the Congregation, if there is no local council of the Congre-
gation;

(2) One Presbyter of the Diocese to whom the Candidate or
Deacon and the comm unity are personally known, or, in the
case of Deacon s, the Presbyter under whose supervision the
Deacon has trained , if there is no M embe r of the Cle rgy in
charge of the Congregation.

Sec. 4. In Congregations described in Sec. 1 of this Canon, where the
sacram ents are regularly available, persons described in Sec.1(b) may be
called by the Bisho p and the Co ngregation to serv e as local Deacon s.

(a) The provisions for Postulancy and Candidacy, as set forth in Se c.2
of this Canon shall b e followe d excep t for Sec.2( a), where  a certificate
shall be as required in Canon III.4.4(d)(2).

(b) The provisions for ordination as set forth in Canon III.6 shall be
followed, except that standards of learning specified in Canon III.6.4(a)
and (b) may be modified as set forth in Sec. 3(a) of this Canon.

Sec. 5. If a Deaco n should  be called by a Congregation and the Bishop to
be ordained Priest, the Deacon must meet the requirem ents as set forth  in
Secs. 1 and 3 of this Canon.

Sec. 6 (a) The Congregations served by persons ordained under the
provisions of this Canon shall be under the supervision of the Bishop or
an appointed deputy.

(b) Under spec ial circumstances,  the Bishop may appoint persons under
the provisions of this Canon to serve in more than one Congregation.

Sec. 7. If Deacons or Priests who have be en orda ined in ac cordan ce with
this Canon shall subsequently remove to another community within the
Diocese, they shall be entitled to exercise  their office in that place only if:

(a) Requested by the Congregation; and
(b) The Bishop licenses them.

Sec. 8. It is the normal expectation that persons ordained under the pro-
visions of this Canon sh all not move fro m the Con gregation and  Diocese
in which they were ordained . Letters Dimissory may be granted by the
Bishop only at the request of the Bishop of the Diocese to which the
Deacon or Priest wishes to move.

CANON 10: Of Christian Clergy  Previo usly Orda ined or L icensed in
Churches Not in the Historic Succession.

Sec. 1. If a person ordained or licensed by other than a Bishop in the
Historic  Succession to minister in a Christian  body n ot in com munio n with
this Church, desires to be ordained,
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(a) The person must first be a confirmed adult communicant in good
standing in a Congregation of this Church;

(b) The Commission shall examine the applicant and report to the
Bishop with respect to:

(1) Whether the applic ant has served in the previous Christian body
with diligence and good reputation and the causes which have
impelled the applicant to leave the body and seek ordinatio n in this
Church,

(2) The nature and extent of the applicant’s education and theological
training,

(3) The prepara tions nece ssary for o rdination  to the Ord er(s) to which
the applicant feels called;

(c) The provisions of Canons III.4, 5, and 6 or 7 shall be followed
except that the minimum period of Candidacy need not apply, if the Bish-
op and the Standing Committee at the recommendation of the Commission
judge the Cand idate to be re ady for o rdination  to the Dia conate earlier
than eighteen months; and with the exception that if the person furnishes
evidence of satisfactory theological training in the previous Christian body
and has exercised a m inistry therein with goo d repute and su ccess for at
least five years, the applicant shall be examined by the Commission and
show pro ficiency in the follow ing subjects:

(1) Church History: the history of the Anglican Communion;
(2) Doctrine: the Church’s teaching as set forth in the Creeds and in An

Outline of the Faith,  commonly called the Catechism;
(3) Liturgics: the principles and history of Christian worship; the

contents of the Book of Com mon Prayer;
(4) Practical Theology:

(i) The off ice and w ork of a D eacon a nd a Priest,
(ii) The conduct of public worship,
(iii) The Constitution and Canons of the General Convention, and

of the Dio cese in w hich the a pplicant is re sident,
(iv) The use of the voice in reading and speaking;

(5) The points of Doctrine, Discipline, Polity, and Worship in which
the Communion from which the applicant has come differs from
this Church . This portion o f the exam ination sha ll be cond ucted, in
part at least, by written questions and answers, and the replies kept
on file for at least three years.

(d) Having fulfilled all the requirements of this Canon, the Bishop may
ordain  the Candidate a Deacon, and, no sooner than six months thereafter,
a Priest. At the time of such ordination the Bishop may read this preface
to the service:

The Ecclesiastical Auth ority of this Dioce se is satisfied that A.B.
accepts the Doctrine, Discipline, and Worship of this Church and
now desires to be ordained a Deacon (or ordained a Priest) in  this
Church. We are about to confer upon A.B. the grace and autho rity
of Holy  Order s as this Church has received them and requires them
for the exercise of the ministry of a Deacon  (or a Priest).
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The letters of ordination  in such cases m ay contain the w ords:

Acknowledging the ministry which A.B. has already received and
hereby adding to that com mission th e grace  and au thority o f Holy
Orders as understood and required  by this Chur ch for the exe rcise
of the ministry of a Deacon (or  a Priest).

CANON 11: Of Priests and Deacons Ordained in Churches in the
Historic Succession but Not in Communion w ith This Church

Sec. 1  (a) When a Priest or Deacon ordained in a Church by a Bishop of
the Historic E piscopa te but not in c omm union w ith this Church  desires to
be received as a Member of the Clergy in this Church, the person shall
apply in writing to a Bishop, attaching the following:

(1) Evidence that the pers on is a con firmed a dult communicant in good
standing in a Congregation of this Church;

(2) Evidence of previous Ministry and that all other credentials are
valid and authentic;

(3) Eviden ce of m oral and g odly  character; and that the person is free
from any vows or other eng agem ents inconsistent with the ex ercise
of Holy Orders in this Church;

(4) Transcripts of all relevan t academic an d theological studies;
(5) A certificate from at least  two Presbyters of this Churc h stating tha t,

from personal examination or from satisfactory evidence presented
to them, they believe that the departure of the person from the Com-
munion to which the person has belonged has not arisen from any
circumstance unfavorable to moral or religious character, or on
account of whic h it may not be ex pedient to  admit the  person to
Holy Orders in this Church;

(6) Certificates in the forms provided in Canon III.6 or 7 from the
Rector or Member of the Clergy in charge and Vestry of a Parish of
this Church; and

(7) A statement of the reasons for seeking to enter Holy Orders  in this
Church.

(b) With reg ard to the fu lfillment of  requirem ents as to pretheological
education, the provisions of Canon III.4 shall be applicable. The applicant
shall also submit to the examinations required in Canon III.6 or 7, the
result of the examinations to be filed and submitted as therein required.

Sec. 2 (a) If the person furnishes evidence of satisfactory theological
training in the previou s Com munio n, and h as exercise d a min istry therein
with good repute and success for at least five ye ars, the app licant shall  be
examined by the Commission and show proficiency in the following
subjects:

(1) Church History: the history of the Anglican Communion;
(2) Doctrine: the Chu rch’s teach ing as set for th in the Cree ds and in  An

Outline of the Faith,  commonly called the Catechism;
(3) Liturgics: the principles and history of Christian worship; the

contents and use of the Book of Co mmon P rayer;
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(4) Practical Theology:
(i) The off ice and w ork of a D eacon a nd of a P riest,
(ii) The conduct of public worship,
(iii) The Constitution and Canons of the General Convention, and

of the Dio cese in w hich the a pplicant is re sident,
(iv) The use of the voice in reading and speaking;

(5) The points of D octrine, D iscipline, Polity, and Worship in which
the Communion from w hich the applicant has come differs from
this Church. This portion of the exa mination  shall be co nducted , in
part at least, by written que stions and answ ers, and the replies kept
on file for at least three years.

(b) The Commission may, with the consent of the Bishop, and with due
notice to the applicant, examine the latter in any other subject required by
Canon III.6 or 7.

Sec. 3. Prior to be ing examined pursuant to Sec. 2(a) of this canon, the
applicant shall have received certificates from the Bishop and from the
Standing Committee that the applicant is acceptable as a Member of the
Clergy of this Church, subject to the successful completion of the exam-
ination; but the applicant shall not be received until at least six months
after the certificates have been received, during which period the applicant
shall undertak e such stud ies and train ing, in  a theological school or other-
wise, as shall be directed by the Bishop with the advice of the Com-
mission.

Sec. 4. Before the person may be ordained or received into Holy Orders
in this Churc h, the Bish op shall req uire a pro mise in  writing to su bmit  in
all things to the Discipline of this Church without recourse to any other
ecclesiastical jurisdiction or foreign civil jurisdiction, and shall further re-
quire the person to subscribe and make in the presence of the Bishop and
two or more Presbyters the declaration required in Article VIII of the Con-
stitution.

Sec. 5 (a) Thereafter the Bishop, being satisfied of the person’s theological
qualifications and successful completion of the examination specified in
Sec. 2 and soundness in the faith, may:

(1) Receive, with the advice and consent of the Standing Committee,
the person in to this Chu rch in the O rders to  which already ordained
by a Bishop in the historic succession; or

(2) Confirm and make the person a Deacon and, no sooner than four
months thereafter, ordain as Priest, if the person has not received
such ordination; or

(3) Ordain as a Deacon and, no soon er than four months thereafter,
ordain  the person a Priest  conditionally (having baptized and con-
firmed the perso n cond itionally  if necessary) if ordained by a
Bishop whose authority to convey such orders has not been recog-
nized by this Church.

(b) In the case of an ordination pursuant to Sec. 5(a)(2) of this Canon,
the Bishop may, at the time of such ordination, read this preface to the
service:

Declarations
required.

Alternatives at
ordination.

Special prefaces
authorized.
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Age limits.

Deacon desiring
ordination to
Priesthood.

Certificate
required before
officiating in
this Church.

Before taking
charge of a
Congregation.

The Ecclesiastical Authority of this Dioce se is satisfied th at A.B.,
who is already a minister of Christ, accepts the Doctrine, Discipline,
and Wor ship of this Church and now desires to be ordained a Dea-
con (or ordained a Priest) in this Church. We are about to confer
upon A.B. the grace and authority of Holy Orders as this Church
has received them and requires them for the exercise of the ministry
of a Deacon (or a P riest)

The letters of ordination  in such cases m ay contain the w ords:

Acknowledging the ministry which A.B. has already received and
hereby adding to that commission the grace and au thority o f Holy
Orders as understood and required by this Church fo r the exercise
of the ministry of a Deacon (or  a Priest)

(c) In the case of a conditional ordination pursuant to Sec. 5(a )(3) of this
Canon, the Bishop shall at the time of such ordination, read this pre face to
the service:

The Ecclesiastical Authority o f this Diocese  has been satisfied that
A.B.,  who has been orda ined by a Bishop who se authority has not
been recognized b y this Church , accepts the Doctrine, Discipline,
and Wor ship of this C hurch, a nd now  desires co nditional or di-
nation. By this service of ordination, we propose to establish that
A.B. is qualified to exercise the ministry of a Deacon (or a Priest) .

Sec. 6. No one shall be ordained or received as a Deacon until age twenty-
one. No one shall be ordained or received as a Priest until age twenty-four.

Sec. 7. A Deacon received under Sec. 5 of this Canon, desiring to be
ordained to the Priesthood must satisfy all the requirements for ordination
to the Priesthood as set forth in Canon III.7.

CANON 12: Of Clergy Ordained by Bisho ps of Ot her Ch urches in
Communion w ith This Church

Sec. 1 (a) A Member of the Clergy, ordained by a Bishop of another
Church in communion with this Church, or by a Bishop consecrated for
a foreign land by Bishops of this Church under Article III of the Con sti-
tution, shall, before  being p ermitted to  officiate  in any Congregation of
this Church, exhibit to the Member of the Clergy in charge, or, if there be
no Mem ber of the  Clergy in  charge, to the Vestry thereof, a certificate of
recent date, signed by the Ecclesiastical Authority of the Diocese that the
person’s letters of Ho ly Orde rs and oth er creden tials are valid and authen-
tic, and given b y a Bishop in co mmu nion with this Ch urch, and w hose
authorit y is acknowledged by this Church; and also that the person has
exhibited to the Ecclesiastical Authority satisfactory evidence of (i) moral
and godly  character and o f (ii) theological qualifications.

(b) Before being permitted to take charge of any Congregation, or being
received into any Diocese of this Church as a Member of its Clergy, the
Ecclesiastical Authority shall receive Letters Dimissory or equivalent
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credentia ls under the hand and seal o f the Bisho p with  whose Diocese the
person has been last connected, which letters or credentials shall be
delivered within six months from the date thereof. Before receiving the
Member  of the Clergy the Bishop sha ll require a p romise in  writing to
subm it in all things to th e Disciplin e of this Ch urch, w ithout reco urse to
any foreign jurisdiction, civil or ecclesiastical; and shall further require the
person to subscribe and make in the Bishop’s presence, and in  the
presence of two or m ore Presbyters,  the declar ation requ ired in Ar ticle
VIII of the Co nstitution. T he Bisho p and at lea st one Pres byter sha ll
examine the person as to knowledge of  the history  of this Chu rch, its
worship  and government. The Bishop also being satisfied of the person’s
theological qualifications, may then receive the person into the Diocese as
a Member of the Clergy of this Church.

(c) A Member of the Clergy ordained by a Bishop of another C hurch in
communion with this Church , or by a Bishop  consecrated for a foreign
land by Bisho ps of this  Church , under A rticle III of the C onstitution , shall
not be accep ted nor sh all the Member of the Clergy be placed on the
clergy list of this Chu rch until ha ving sub mitted to, and satisfa ctorily
passed, a thorough examination, covering both medical and psychological
condition by professionals appointed by the Bishop. The forms for medical
and psychological and psychiatric reports  prepared by The Church Pension
Fund shall be u sed for these purp oses.

(d) The prov isions of this Section 1 sh all be fully ap plicable to a ll
Membe rs of the Clergy ordained in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America or its predecessor bodies before January 1, 2001, as well as those
ordained after that date by Bishops of that Church.

Sec. 2. A Mem ber of the Clergy  who is a Dea con shall not be ordered
Priest until having resided within the jurisdic tion of this Church  at least
one year and all the requirements for ordination to the Priesthood as
required by Canon III.7 have been satisfied.

CANON  13: Of Deacons and Their Duties

Sec. 1 (a) Each Deacon shall serve under the direction and supervision of
the Bishop of the jurisdiction in  which th e Deaco n is canon ically residen t.
A Deaco n shall  serve as Deacon only in such places, and in such manner,
as the Bishop, or if there be no Bishop, the Standing Committee, may
designate. A Deacon shall not accept any appointment to serve as Deacon
outside the jurisdiction in which the Deacon is canonically resident with-
out the written co nsent bo th of the De acon’s B ishop an d of the B ishop in
whose jurisdiction the Deacon desires to exercise this office.

(b) The Bishop  may app oint a person to sup ervise the Deacons of the
Diocese under the direction of the Bishop.

Sec. 2 (a) No Deacon, except one in train ing for the  Priesthoo d, shall  be
in charge of a Congregation, nor be p ermitted to  accept a ch aplaincy  in the
Armed Forces of the United States, but may  assist in the cha plaincies in
Veterans’ Ad ministration Ho spitals and in federal prison s.

Examination.

If a Deacon, 
to reside one
year in the
jurisdiction.

Subject to
Ecclesiastical
Authority.

Not to be in
charge of a
Congregation or
Chaplain in
Armed Forces.
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To act under
direction of the
Priest.

Authority of the
worship and
spiritual
direction.

Assistant
Clergy.

Control of
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Parish buildings.

Priest in charge
to have control
in a Missionary
Cure.
Duties of Clergy
in charge of Par-
ishes or Cures.

Duty to prepare
persons for
Baptism.

Confirmation,

(b) A Deacon ministering in a Congregation under the charge of a Priest,
shall act under the direction of the Priest in all ministrations therein.

CANON  14: Of Clergy and Their Duties

Sec. 1 (a) The authority of and responsibility for the conduct of the
worship  and the spiritual jurisdiction of the Parish are vested in the Rector,
subject to the Rubrics of the Book of Common Prayer, the Constitution
and Canons of the Church, and the pastoral direction of the Bishop.

(b) All assistant Clergy by whatever title they may be designate d, shall
be selected by the Rector, subject to the approval of the Vestry when
required by Dio cesan Ca nons, an d shall  serve under the authority and
direction of the Rector. Before the selection of an assistant the name of the
Member  of the Clergy  propos ed for selec tion shall  be made known to the
Bishop and sufficient time, not exceeding thirty days, shall be given for
the Bishop to communicate with the Rector and Vestry on the selection.
Any assistant selected  shall serve at the discretion of the Rector but may
not serve beyond the period of service of the Rector except that, pending
the call of a new Rector, the assistant may continue in the service of the
Parish if requested to do so by the Vestry of the Parish and under such
conditions as the Bishop and Vestry shall determine.

(c) For the purposes of the office and for the full and free discharge of
all functions and duties pertaining thereto, the Rector shall, at all times, be
entitled to the use an d contro l of the Ch urch an d Parish b uildings w ith the
appurtenances and furniture thereof.

(d) In a Missionary Cure, the control and responsibility belong to the
Priest who has been duly appointed to the charge thereof, subject to the
authority of the Bishop.

Sec. 2 (a) It shall be the duty of the Clergy in charge of a cure of souls to
ensure that children, you th and ad ults receive  instruction  in the Ho ly
Scriptures, in the subjects contained in An Outline of the Faith , comm only
called the Catechism, and in the doctrine, disciplin e and w orship of  this
Church, an d in the exercise of the ir ministry as baptized p ersons.

(b) It shall be their duty to instruct all persons in their charge con-
cerning Christian stewardship, including:

(1) The reveren ce for the creation an d the right use of G od’s gifts;
(2) The generous and consistent offering of time, talent, and treasure

for the mission and ministry of the Church at home and abroad;
(3) The biblical standard of the tithe for financial stewardship;
(4) The responsibility of all persons  to make a will as prescribed in the

Book of Common Prayer, page 445.
(c) It shall be their duty to prepare persons for Baptism. Before

baptizing infants or children they shall prepare the sponsors by instructing
both the p arents  and the Godparents concerning the significance of Holy
Baptism, the responsibilities of parents and Godparents for the Christian
training of the baptized child, and how these obligations may properly be
discharged.

(d) It shall be their duty to encourage and prepare persons for Confirma-
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tion, Reception, and the Reaffirmation of Baptismal Vows, and to be ready
to presen t them to th e Bishop  with a list of the ir name s. 

(e) On notice being received of the Bishop’s intention to visit any
Congregation, the Clergy shall announce the fact to the Congregation. At
every visitation it shall be their duty and that of the Wardens, Vestry or
other officers, to ex hibit to the Bishop the Parish Register and to give
information on the state of the Co ngregation, sp iritual and tem poral, in
such categories as the Bisho p shall  have previously requested in writing.

(f) The Alm s and Contribu tions, not otherwise  specifically  designated,
at the Administration of the Holy Commun ion on one Sunday in each
calendar month, and other offerings for the po or, shall be d eposited w ith
the Member of the Clergy in charge of the Congregation or with such
Church officer as the Member of the Clergy in charge shall appoint to be
applied to such pious an d charitable use s as shall be thought fit by the
Member  of the Clergy. When a parish is without a  Rector the  Vestry sh all
appoint a responsible person to serve as Almoner.

(g) Whenever the House  of Bisho ps shall pu t forth a Pasto ral Letter, it
shall be the duty of each Mem ber of the Clergy in charge of a
Congregation to read it to the  Congr egation o n some  occasion  of public
worship  on a Lord’s Day, or to cause copies of the same to be distributed
to the mem bers of the  Congr egation, not later than thirty days after the
receipt of the same.

(h) Where the House o f Bishops shall adopt a Position Paper, it may by
its own vote require the same proced ure for co mmu nication o f the conte nts
of the Pape r to the membership of the Church as is required in the case of
a Pastoral Letter as provided in Clause (g) above.

Sec. 3 (a) It shall be the duty of each Member of the Clergy in charge of
a Congregation to record in the Parish Register all Baptisms, Confirma-
tions (including the canonical equivalents in Canon I.17.1(d)), Marriages
and Burials.

(b) The registry of each Baptism shall be signed by the officiating
Member of the Clergy.

(c) Each Member  of the Clergy in charge of a Congregation shall have
recorded in the Parish  Register a list o f all persons who have received
Holy  Baptism , all commun icants, all persons who have received Confir-
mation (includin g the can onical eq uivalents  in Cano n I.17.1(d )), all
persons who have died in the past year and all persons who have been
received or whose nam es have been remov ed by letter of transfer.

The Mem ber of the  Clergy in  charge sh all also indica te (1) those whose
domic ile is unknow n, (2) those whose domicile is known but are inactive,
and (3) those families and persons who are within the Congregation,
which list shall remain in the Congregation for the use of the successor.

Sec. 4 (a)
(1) No Member of the Clergy shall officiate, either by preaching, read-

ing prayers in  public  worship, or performing any other similar func-
tion, in a Congregation without the consent of the Member of the
Clergy in charge  of that Co ngrega tion. If, beca use of th e absence

Reception and
Reaffirmation.
At Bishop’s
visitation to give
information of
the state of the
congregation.

Alms and
offerings to the
poor.

Pastoral Letters.

Position Papers.

To keep a
register of
official acts.
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baptisms to be
signed by
officiant. Data
to be recorded
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Not to officiate
in another’s
Cure without
consent.
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In case there are
two or more
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Exception.

Neglecting to
perform services
of the Church.

Request for
release.

Procedure for
leaving
ecclesiastical
employment,
but retaining
Ministry.

or disability of the Member of the Clergy in charge, provision has
not been made for the stated services of the Congregation, a War-
den m ay give c onsent.

(2) If there be two or more Congregations or Churches in one Cure, as
provided by Canon I.13.3(b), the consent of the ma jority of the
Clergy in charge of the Congregations, or of the Bishop, shall be
sufficient;  Provided, that nothin g in this Section shall be construed
to prevent any M ember of the  Clergy of this Church from
officiating, with the consent of the Member of the Clergy in charge,
in the Church or place of public w orship  used by the Congregation
of the consenting Member of the Clergy in charge or in private for
members  of the Congregation; or in the absence of the Member of
the Clergy in charge, with the consent of the Wardens or Trustees
of then Co ngrega tion; Provided further, however, that the  license
of the Ecclesiastical Authority required in Canon III.16.2 be
obtained first when necessary.

(3) This rule shall not apply  to any Church, Chapel, or Oratory, which
is part of the premises of an incorporated institution, created by
legislative authority, provide d that such a Place o f worsh ip is de-
signed and set apart for the convenience and uses of such institu-
tion, and not as a place for public or parochial worship.

(b) If any M embe r of the Cle rgy in  charge, from disability or any other
cause, neglect to perform the regular services in the Congregation, and
refuse, without good cause, consent to any other duly qualified Member
of the Clergy to perform such services, the Wardens, Vestry, or Trustees
of the Congregation shall, on proof before the Ecclesiastical Authority of
the Diocese  of such neglect or refusal, have power, with the written con-
sent of the Ec clesiastical Au thority, to p ermit any  duly  qualified member
of the Clergy to officiate.

(c) Any Member of the Clergy who would be permitted under Canon
III.18 to renounce the exercise of ordained office, who d esires to enter into
other than eccle siastical employment, may declare in writing to the
Ecclesiastical Authority of the  Diocese  in which the Member of the Clergy
is canonically resident a desire to be released from the obligations of the
office and a desire to be released from the exerc ise of the off ice to which
ordained. Upon receipt of such a declaration, the Ecclesiastical Autho rity
shall proceed in the same man ner as if the declaration were one of
renunciation of the ordained ministry under Canon III.18.

CANON 15: Of Clergy Not in Ecclesiastical Employment

Sec. 1. Any Deacon or Priest who has entered or plans to enter non-
ecclesiastical employm ent without reno uncing the ex ercise of the office
of Deaco n or Priest sh all make  this desire kn own to  the Bishop of th e
Diocese  in which the Deacon or Priest is canonically resident. The Deacon
or Priest shall demonstrate to the Bishop that reasonable opportunities for
the exercise of the person’s office exist and that good use will be made of
such opportunities. After having determined that the pers on will  have and
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use opportunities for the e xercise of the office to which ordained, the
Bishop, with the advice and consent of the Standing Committee, may
approve the person’s continued exercise of the office on condition that the
Deacon or Priest repo rt annually  in writing, in a manner prescribed by the
Bishop, as provided in Canon I.6.1.

Sec. 2.  Any Deacon or Priest who has entered or plans to enter
nonecclesiastical emplo ymen t without c ontinuin g to exercise the office to
which ordained must comply with the requirements of Canon IV.8 for
renunciation.

Sec. 3 (a) A Deacon or Priest not in ecclesiastical employment removing
to another jurisdiction shall report to the Bishop of that jurisd iction with in
sixty days of arrival in the jurisdiction.

(b) The D eacon o r Priest:
(1) May officiate or p reach in th at jurisdiction only under the

terms of Canon III.16.2.
(2) Shall  notify in  writing the Bishop  of the Diocese  of present

canonical residence  within  sixty days of arriving in the
Diocese.

(3) Shall  forward a copy of the report required  by Can on I.6.1 to
the Ecclesiastical Authority to w hose jurisdiction the Deacon
or Priest has removed.

(c) Upon receipt of the notice that the Deacon or Priest has moved, the
Bishop whose jurisdiction the person has left shall notify in writing the
Bishop in w hose jurisdiction the pe rson presently resides.

Sec. 4. If the Deacon or Priest fails to comply with these conditions, the
Bishop of the Diocese of canonic al residenc e may p roceed in  accordance
with Canon IV.11.

CANON 16: Of Letters Dimissory, Licenses, and Retirement

Sec. 1 (a) A Member o f the Clerg y desiring  to becom e canon ically
resident within a D iocese sha ll present to th e Eccle siastical Authority a
testimonial from the Ecclesiastical Authority of the Diocese of current
canonical residence, which testimonial shall be given by the Ecclesiastical
Autho rity to the applicant, and a duplicate thereof may be sent to the
Ecclesiastical Authority of the Diocese to which transfer is  proposed. The
testimonial may  be in the following  words:

I hereby certify that A.B., who has signified to me the desire to be
transferred to the Ecclesiastical A uthority of __ ______ __, is a
(Bishop) (Priest) (Deacon) of __________ in good standing, and has
not, so far as I kn ow or b elieve, bee n justly liab le to evil report, for
error in religion o r for viciousness o f life, for the last three yea rs.
(Date) __________ (Signed) _______________

(b) Such testimonial shall be called Letters Dimissory. If the Ecclesiastical
Autho rity is move d to accep t the Letters D imissory , the canonical resi-
dence of the Member of the Clergy so transferred shall date from the

Condition.

Procedure on
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Date when
transfer shall
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acceptance of the Letters Dimissory, of which prompt notice shall be given
both  to the applicant and to the Ecclesiastical Authority from which it
came.

(c) Letters Dimisso ry not pre sented w ithin six months from the date of
their transmission to the applicant shall become void.

(d) If a Mem ber of the Clergy  has been called to a Cure in a
Congregation in another Diocese, Letters Dimissory in the form above
given shall be presented. It shall be the d uty of the  Ecclesiastica l Autho rity
of the Diocese to acc ept them w ithin three mon ths unless the Bishop or
Standing Comm ittee has received credible information concerning the
character of the Member of the Clergy concerned, which would form a
proper ground  of cano nical inquiry and presentment, in which case the
Ecclesiastical Authority shall communicate the same to the Ecclesiastical
Authority of the Dio cese in w hich the M embe r of the Cle rgy is can oni-
cally resident; and in such case, it shall not be  the duty o f the Eccle si-
astical Authority to accept the Letters Dimissory unless and until the
Member  of the Clergy sh all be excu lpated. Th e Ecclesias tical Autho rity
shall not deny or refuse to accept Letters Dimissory on account of the
applicant’s sex.

(e) No M embe r of the Cle rgy shall  be in charge of any Congregation of
the Diocese to which the person removes until obtaining from that
Ecclesiastical Authority a c ertificate in the following w ords:

I hereby certify that A.B. has been canonically transferred to my
jurisdiction and is a Member of the Clergy in good standing.
(Date) __________ (Signed) _______________

(f) No person who has been refused ordination or rece ption as a
Candid ate in any D iocese, and  who h as afterwa rds been  ordained  in
another Diocese, shall be transferred to the Diocese in which such refusal
has taken place without the consent of its Ecclesiastical Authority.

(g) No person who has been ordained under th e provisio n of Can on III.9
shall be transfer red to ano ther Dioc ese, excep t as provid ed in that Canon.

(h) A statement of the record of payments to The Church Pension Fund
by or on behalf of the Mem ber of the  Clergy c oncern ed shall  accompany
Letters Dimissory.

Sec. 2. No De acon or  Priest shall o fficiate more than two months by
preaching, minis tering the Sacraments, or holding any public service,
within the limits of any Diocese other than that in which the Deacon or
Priest is canonically resident, without a license from the Ecclesiastical
Autho rity of the Diocese in w hich the Deac on or Priest  desires to  offici-
ate. No member of the clergy shall be denied a license on account of his
or her sex.

Sec. 3 (a) Any M embe r of the Cle rgy desirin g to officiate  tempo rarily
outside the jurisdictio n of this  Church shall, in order to do so, obtain from
the Ecclesiastical Authority of the Diocese in which the person has
canonical residence, a testimonial which shall set forth the person’s
official standing, and m ay be in the follow ing words:
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I hereby certify that A.B., who has signified to me the desire to be
permitted to officiate temporarily in churches not under the
jurisdiction of The Episcopal Church, yet in communion with this
Church, is a (Bishop, Priest or Deacon) of __________ in good
standing, and as such is entitled to the rights and privileges of that
Order.
(Date) __________ (Signed) _______________

The testimonial shall be valid for one year from the date of issuance and
shall be returned to the Ecclesiastical Authority at the end of that period.

(b) The Ecclesiastical Authority giving such testimonial shall keep a
record of its issuance, in which the date of issuance and of return shall be
recorded, together with the name of the Member of the Clergy to whom
the testimonial has been issued.

Sec. 4 (a) Any Memb er of the Clergy desiring to serve as a Chap lain in the
Armed Forces of the United States of America or as Chaplain for the
Veterans’  Adm inistration, or Federal Correctional Institutions, with the ap-
proval of the Ecclesiastical Autho rity of the D iocese in w hich can onically
resident,  may be given ecclesiastical endorsement for such service by the
Office of the Bishop S uffragan for the  Armed  Forces of the Executive
Council of the Church.

(b) Any Member of the Clergy  serving o n active d uty with the Armed
Forces shall retain the Member of the Clergy’s canonical residence and
shall be under the ecclesiastical supervision of the Bishop of the Diocese
of which the Member of the Clergy is canonically resident, even though
the Mem ber of the  Clergy’s  work a s a Chap lain shall be under the general
supervision of the Office of the Bishop Suffragan for the Armed  Forces,
or such other Bishop as the Presiding Bishop may designate.

(c) Any M embe r of the Cle rgy servin g on a m ilitary installation  or at a
Veterans’  Administration facility or Federal Correctio nal Institution  shall
not be subject to either Canon III.15.1 or Sec. 1 of this Canon. When serv-
ing outside of military installations or of Vetera ns’ Adm inistration fac ili-
ties, or Federal Correctional Institutions, the Chaplains shall be subject to
these Sections.

Sec. 5. Upon attaining the age of seventy-two years, each Member of the
Clergy occupying any position in  this Church shall resign that position and
retire from active service, and the resignation shall be accepted. There-
after, the Member of the Clergy may accept any position in this Church,
except the position or positions from which resignation  pursuan t to this
Section has occu rred; Provided, that (a) the tenure in the position shall be
for a period of not more than one year, which period may be renewed from
time to time, and (b) service in the position shall have the express approval
of the Bishop and Standing Committee of the Diocese in which the service
is to be performed, acting in consultation with the Ecclesiastica l Autho rity
of the Diocese  in which the Member of the Clergy is ca nonically  resident;
and Provided, that (c) a Member of the Clergy who has served in a non-
stipendiary capacity  in a position before retirement may, at the Bishop’s
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request,  serve in the  same p osition for six  month s thereafter, and this
period may be renewed from time to time.

CANON 17: Of the Calling of a Rector

Sec. 1. When a P arish is without a  Rector, the Wardens or other proper
officers shall promptly notify the Bishop. I f the authorities of the Parish
shall for thirty days have failed to mak e provisio n for serv ices of pu blic
worship, it shall be the duty of the Bishop to take such measures as may
be deemed expedient for the temporary conduct of public worship.

Sec. 2. No election of a Rector shall be held unti l the name of the Priest
whom it is propose d to elect has been made known to the Bishop, if there
be one, and sufficient time, not exceeding thirty days, has been given to
the Bishop to communicate with the Vestry thereon, nor until such com-
munication, if made within that period has been considered by the Parish
or Vestry at a meeting duly called and held for that purpose.

Sec. 3. Written notice of the election, signed by the Wardens, shall be sent
to the Ecclesiastical Authority of the Diocese. If the Ecclesiastical Author-
ity be satisfied that the person so cho sen is a duly qualified P riest and that
the Priest has accepted the office, the notice shall be sent to the Secretary
of the Convention, who shall record it. Sex shall not be a factor in the Ec-
clesiastical Authority’s determination of whether such per son is a du ly
qualified priest. The record shall be sufficient evidence of the relation
between the Priest and the Parish.

CANON  18: Of Renunciation of the Ordained Ministry

Of Priests and Deacons
Sec. 1. If any Priest or Deac on of this  Church not subject to the provisions
of Canon  IV.8 sha ll declare, in  writing, to the Ecclesiastical Authority of
the Diocese in  which su ch Priest or  Deaco n is canon ically residen t, a
renunciation of the ordained Ministry of this Church, and a desire to be
removed therefrom, it shall be the duty of the Bishop to record the
declaration and request so made. The Bishop, being satisfied that the
person so declaring is not subject to the provision of Canon IV.8 b ut is
acting voluntarily and for causes, assigned or known, which do not affect
the Priest’s or Deacon’s moral character, shall lay the matter before the
clerical members of the Standing Committee, and with the advice and
consent of a majority of such members the Ecclesiastical Authority may
pronounce that such renunciation is accepted, and that the Priest or
Deacon is released from th e obligatio ns of the M inisterial office , and is
deprived of the right to exercise the gifts and spiritual authority as a
Minister of God’s Word and Sacraments conferred in Ordination. The
Bishop shall also declare in pronouncing and recording such action that it
was for causes which do not affect the person’s moral character,  and shall,
if desired, give a certificate to this effect to the person so removed from
the ordained Ministry.
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Sec. 2. If a Priest or Deaco n mak ing the afo resaid dec laration of r enunc i-
ation of the ordained Ministry be under Presentment for any canonical
Offense, or shall have been placed on Trial for the same, the Ecclesiastical
Autho rity to whom such declaration is made shall not consider or act upon
such declaration until after the said Presentment shall have been dismissed
or the said Tr ial shall have  been co ncluded and  the Priest or Deacon
judged not to have committed an Offense.

Sec. 3. In the case of the renunciation of the ordained M inistry by a Priest
or Deacon as provided in this Canon, a declaration of removal shall be
pronounced by the B ishop in th e presenc e of two o r more P riests, and sh all
be entered in  the official records of the Diocese in which the Priest or
Deacon being removed is canonically resident. The Bishop who pro-
nounces the declaration of removal as provided in this Canon shall give
notice thereof in writing to every Member of the Clergy, each Vestry, the
Secretary of the Conven tion and the Stand ing Com mittee of the Dioc ese
in which the Member of the Cle rgy wa s canon ically residen t; and to all
Bishops of this Chu rch, the E cclesiastical A uthority  of each Diocese of
this Church, the Presiding Bishop, the Recorder, the Secretary of the
House  of Bishops, the Secretary of the House of Deputies, the Church
Pension Fund, and the Church Deployment Board.

Of Bishops
Sec. 4. If any Bishop of this Church not subject to the provisions of Canon
IV.8  shall declare, in writing, to the Presiding Bishop a renunciation of the
ordaine d Ministr y of this Ch urch, an d a desire to  be removed therefrom,
it shall be the duty of the Presiding Bishop to record the declaration and
request so made. The Presiding Bishop, being  satisfied that the person so
declaring is not subject to the provisions of Canon IV.8 but is acting
volunta rily and for causes, assigned or known, which do not affect the
person’s moral character, shall lay the matter before the Adviso ry Cou ncil
to the Presiding Bishop, and with the advice and consent of a majority of
the members of the Advisory Council the Presiding Bishop may pro-
nounce that such renunciation is accepted, and that the Bishop is released
from the obligations of all Ministerial offices, and is deprived of the right
to exercise the gifts and spiritual authority as a Minister of God’s Word
and Sacram ents conferred in Ordinations. The Presiding Bishop shall also
declare in pronoun cing and reco rding such action  that it was for causes
which do not affect the person’s moral character, and shall, if desired, give
a certificate to this effect to the person so removed.

Sec 5. If a Bishop making the aforesaid declaration of the renunciation of
the ordained Ministry be under Presentment for any canonical Offense, or
shall have been p laced on Trial for the  same, the Presiding Bisho p shall
not consider or act upon such dec laration un til after the Pre sentme nt shall
have been dismissed or the said Trial shall have been concluded and the
Bishop judged not to have committed an Offense.

Sec 6. In the case of such renunciation by a Bishop as provided  in this
Canon, a declaration of removal shall be pronounced by the Presiding
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Bishop in the presence of two or more Bishops, and shall be entered in the
official records of the H ouse of Bisho ps and of the D iocese in which the
Bishop being rem oved is ca nonically  resident. T he Presid ing Bisho p shall
give notice ther eof in  writing to the Secretary of the Convention and the
Ecclesiastical Autho rity and the  Standing  Com mittee of th e Dioce se in
which the Bishop was canonically resident, to all Bishops of this Church,
the Ecclesiastica l Autho rity of each  diocese o f this Church, the Recorder,
the Secretary of the House o f Bishops,  the Secretary of the General Con-
vention, the Church Pension Fund, and the Church Deployment Board.

CANON 19: Of Persons Not O rdained  in This Ch urch O fficiating in
Any Congregation Thereof

No Member  of the Cler gy in ch arge of an y Cong regation o f this Church,
or in case of vacancy or absence, no Wardens, Members of the Vestry, or
Trustees of the Co ngrega tion, shall pe rmit any  person to  officiate in the
Congregation without sufficient evidence that the Member of the Clergy
is duly licensed and ordained and in good standing in this Church;
Provided, nothing herein shall be so construed as preventing:

(a) The General Convention, by Canon or otherwise, from authorizing
persons to officiate in  Congr egations in  accordance with such terms
as it deems appropriate; or

(b) The Bishop of any Diocese from giving permission
(1) To a Member of the Clergy of this Church, to invite Clergy

of another C hurch to  assist in the Book of Common Prayer
Offices of Holy Matrimony or of the Burial of the Dead, or
to read Morning or Evening Prayer, in the manner specified
in Canon III.3.2(d); or

(2) To Clergy of any other Church to preach the Go spel, or in
ecumenical settings to assist in the administration of the sac-
raments; or

(3) To godly persons who are not Clergy of this Church, to make
addresses in the Ch urch on spec ial occasions.

(4) To a Member of the Clergy of this Church  or the Ward ens,
in case of clergy vacancy or absence, to invite Clergy or-
dained in another Church in communion with this Ch urch to
officiate  on an occasional basis, provided that such clergy
shall teach and act in a manner consistent with the Doctrine,
Discipline, and Worship of this Church.

CANON 20: Of the Reconciliation of Disagreements Affecting the
Pastoral Relation

When the pastoral relationship in a parish between a Rector and the
Vestry or Congregation is imperiled by disagreement or dissension, and
the issues are deemed serious by a m ajority vote of the Vestry or the Rec-
tor, either party  may p etition the E cclesiastical A uthority, in  writing, to
intervene and assist the parties in  their efforts to  resolve the  disagreem ent.
The Ecclesiastical Authority shall initiate such proceedings as are deemed
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approp riate under the circumstances for that purpose by the Ecclesiastical
Authority, which may include the appointment of a consultant. The parties
to the disagre emen t, following the recommendations of the Ecclesiastical
Authority, shall labor in good faith that the parties may be reconciled.
Whenever the Standing Committee is the Ecclesiastical Authority, it shall
request the Bishop of a neighb oring D iocese to  perform the duties of the
Ecclesiastical Authority under this Canon.

CANON 21: Of the Dissolution of the Pastoral Relation

Sec. 1. Except upon mandatory resignation by reason of age, a Rector may
not resign as Rector of a parish  withou t the conse nt of its Vestry, nor may
any Rector ca nonicall y or lawfully elected and in charge of a Parish be
removed therefrom by the Vestry against the Rector’s will, except as
hereinafter provided.

Sec. 2. If for any urgent reason a Rector or Vestry desires a dissolution of
the pastoral relation, and the parties cannot agree, either party may give
notice in writing to the Ecclesiastical Authority of the Diocese. Whenever
the Standing Committee is the Ecclesiastical Autho rity of the D iocese, it
shall request the Bishop of another Diocese to perform the duties of the
Bishop under this Canon.

Sec. 3. Within sixty days of receipt of the written notice the Bishop, as
chief pastor of the Diocese, shall mediate the differences between Rector
and Vestry in every informal way which the Bishop deems proper and
may appoint a committee of at least one Presbyter and one Lay Person,
none of whom may be members of the Parish involved, to make a report
to the Bishop.

Sec. 4. If the differences between the parties are not resolved after
completion  of the mediation , the Bishop shall pro ceed as follows:

(a) The Bishop shall give notice to the Rector and Ve stry that a  godly
judgment will be ren dered in  the matter after consultation with the
Standing Committee and that either party has the r ight  within ten
days to request  in writing an opportunity to confer with the
Standing Committee before it consults with the Bishop.

(b) If a timely  request is made, the President of the Standing Committee
shall set a date  for the co nferenc e, which  shall be held w ithin thirty
days.

(c) At the conference each party shall be entitled to representation and
to present its position fully.

(d) Within  thirty days after the conference or after the Bishop’s notice
if no conferen ce is requested, the Bishop shall confer with and
receive the recommendation of the Standing Committee; thereafter
the Bishop, as final arbiter and judge, shall render a godly judg-
ment.

(e) Upon the request of either party the Bishop shall explain the reasons
for the judgment. If the explanatio n is in writing, copies shall be
delivered to both  parties.
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(f) If the pastoral relation is to be continued, the Bishop shall require
the parties to  agree on definitions of responsibility and ac-
countability for the Rector and the Vestry.

(g) If the relation is to be dissolved:
(1) The Bishop shall direct the Secretary of the Convention to

record the dissolution.
(2) The judgmen t shall include such term s and conditions

including financial settlements as shall seem to the Bishop
just and compassionate.

Sec. 5. In either event the Bishop shall offer appropriate supportive
services to the Priest and the Parish.

Sec. 6. In the event of the failure or refusal of e ither party to  comp ly with
the terms of the judgment, the Bishop may impose such penalties as may
be set forth in  the Constitution and Canons of the Diocese; and in default
of any provisions for such penalties therein, the Bishop may
act as follows:

(a) In the case of a Rector, suspend the Rector from the exercise of the
priestly offic e until the Pr iest shall com ply with th e judgm ent.

(b) In the case of a Vestry, invoke any available sanctions including
recommending to the Convention of the Diocese that the Parish be
placed under the supervisio n of the B ishop as a M ission until it  has
comp lied with the  judgm ent.

Sec. 7. For cause, the Bishop may ex tend the tim e periods  specified in  this
Canon, provide d that all be d one to  expedite  these pro ceeding s. All parties
shall be notified in writing of the length of any extension.

Sec. 8 (a) Statements made during the course of p roceedin gs unde r this
Canon are not discoverable nor admissible in any proceedings under Title
IV provided that this does not require the exclusion of evidence in any
proceeding under the Canons which is otherwise discoverable and
admissible.

(b) In the course o f procee dings un der this Ca non, if a ch arge is  made
by the Vestry against the Rector that could give rise to a disciplinary
proceeding under Canon IV.1, all proceedings under this Canon w ith
respect to such charge shall be suspended until the charge has been
resolved or withdrawn.

Sec. 9.  This Canon shall not apply in any Diocese which has made a
provision on this  subject in its Canons which is consistent with this Canon.
This Section 9 shall become effective on January 1, 1990.

CANON 22: Of the Election and Ordination of Bishops

Sec. 1 (a) The election of a person to be a Bishop in a Diocese shall be
held in accordance with the rules prescribed by the Convention of the
Diocese  and pursuant to the provisions of the Constitution and Canons of
this Church. With respect to the election of a Bishop Suffragan, the
Diocese  shall establish a nominating process either by Canon or by the
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adoption of rules and procedure for the election of the Bishop Suffragan
at a regular or  special Diocesan Convention with sufficient t ime preceding
the election of the Bishop Suffragan.

(b) The Convention of a  Diocese may request that an election be made
on its behalf by the House of Bishops of the Province of which the Dio-
cese is a part, subject to confirmation by the Provincial Synod, or it may
request that an election be made on its behalf by the House of Bishops of
the Episcopal Church.

(c) If either op tion in Sec . l(b) is chose n, a special Jo int Nominating
Committee shall be appointed  unless the Diocesan Convention has
otherwise  provide d for the n omina ting proc ess. The Committee shall be
composed  of three persons from the Diocese, appointed by its Standing
Committee, and three members of the electoral body, appointed by the
President of that bod y. The Jo int Nom inating C omm ittee shall elect its
own officers and shall nominate th ree perso ns who se nam es it shall
comm unicate  to the Presiding Officer of the electoral body. The Presiding
Officer shall communicate the names of the nominees to the electoral
body at least three w eeks befo re the electio n when  the nam es shall be
formally placed in  nomin ation. Op portunity  for nom inations fro m the
floor shall be given.

(d) If either op tion in Sec . l(b) is chose n, the evid ence of the election
shall be a certifica te signed by the Presiding Officer of the electoral body
and by its Secretary, with a testimonial signed by a con stitutional m ajority
of the body, in the form required in Cano n III.22.3 , which sh all be sent to
the Standing Comm ittee of the Diocese on  whose  behalf the election was
held. The Stan ding Co mmitte e shall thereupon proc eed as set fo rth in
Canon III.22.3 or 4.

(e) The Secretary of the Convention electing a Bishop Diocesan, Bishop
Coadjutor, or Bishop S uffragan , shall inform  the Presid ing Bishop prompt-
ly of the name of the person elected. It shall be the duty of the Bishop-
elect to notify the Presiding Bishop of his acceptance or declination of the
election, at the same time as the Bishop-elect notifies the electing Diocese.

Sec. 2. It shall be lawfu l, within six m onths prio r to the effective date of
the resignation  or retirem ent of a D iocesan B ishop, f or the Bish op, with
the advice and consent of the Standing Com mittee, to  call a special m eet-
ing of the Convention of the Dio cese to elect a  successor ; Provided, that
if the Con vention  is to meet in regular session meanwhile, it may hold the
election during the regular session. The proceed ings incide nt to prepara-
tion for the ordination of the successor shall be as provided in this Canon;
but the Presiding Bishop shall not take order for the ordination to be on
any date prior to that upon which the resignation is to become effective.

Sec. 3 (a) When a Diocese desires the ordination of a Bishop-elect, if the
date of the election occurs within 120 days before a meeting of the
General Convention, the Standing Committee of the Dio cese shall, by  its
Presiden t, or by some person or pe rsons specially appo inted, forw ard to
the Secretary of the House of Deputies evidence of the election of the
Bishop-elect by the Convention of the Diocese, together with evidence
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that the Bishop-elect has been duly ordered Deacon and Priest, evidence
of acceptance of election, and a testimonial signed by a constitutional
majority  of the Convention, and a summary of biographical information
relating to the Bishop -elect; in the following w ords:

We, whose names are hereunder written, fully sensible of how
important it is that the Sacred Order and Office of a Bishop should
not be unworthily conferred, and firmly persuaded that it is  our duty
to bear testimony on this solemn occasion without partiality, do, in the
presence of Almighty God, testify that we know of no impediment on
account of which the Reverend  A.B. ought not to  be ordained to that
Holy  Office. We  do, moreo ver, jointly and  severally  declare that we
believe the Reverend A.B. to  have been duly and lawfully elected and
to be of such  sufficiency  in learning , of such so undne ss in the Faith,
and of such godly character as to be a ble to exercise the Office of a
Bishop to the honor of God and the edifying of the Church, and to be
a wholesome exa mple to the flock of Christ.
(Date) __________ (Signed) _______________

The Secretary of the Convention shall certify upon th is testimon ial that it
has been signed by a constitutional majority of the Convention.

(b) The Standing Committee shall also forward to the Secretary of the
General Conven tion, with the testimonial and other documents, certificates
from a licensed medical doctor and licensed psychiatrist, appointed by the
Ecclesiastical Autho rity with the  approv al of the Pre siding Bishop, that
they have thoroughly examined the Bishop-elect as to that perso n’s med i-
cal, psychological and psychiatric condition and have not discovered any
reason why the person would not be fit to undertake the work for which
the person has been chosen. Forms and procedures agreed to by the Pre-
siding Bishop and the Church Pension Fund shall be used for this purpose.

(c) The Secretary of the House of Deputie s shall presen t the testimo nials
to the House, and if the House consents to the ordination of the Bishop-
elect, notice of its consent, certified by the President and the Secretary of
the House, together with  the testimonials, shall be sent to the House of
Bishops.

(d) If a majority of the B ishops of this Chu rch exercising jurisd iction
consent to the ordination, the Presiding Bishop shall, without delay, notify
the Standing Committee of the Diocese electing and the Bishop-elect of
the conse nt.

Sec. 4 (a) If the date  of the election of a Bishop occurs more than 120 days
before the meeting of the General Convention, the Standing Committee of
the Diocese electing shall by its President, or by some person or persons
specially  appointed, immediately send to the Presiding Bishop and to the
Standing Com mittees of th e several D ioceses a ce rtificate of the election
by the Secretary of Convention of the Diocese, bearing a statement that
evidence of the Bishop-elect’s having been duly ordered Deacon and
Priest and the certificates as to the Bishop-elect’s medical, psychological
and psychiatric examination required in Sec. 3(b) of this Canon have been
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received and that a te stimonia l in the form  set out in Se c. 3(a) of th is
Canon has been signed by a constitutional majority of the Convention. The
Presiding Bishop, without delay, shall notify every Bishop of this Church
exercising jurisdiction of the Presiding Bishop’s receipt of the certificates
mentioned in this Section and request a statement of consent or with-
holding of consent. Each Standing Comm ittee, in not more than 120 days
after the sending by the electing Diocese of the certificate of the election,
shall respond by sending the Standing Committee of the Diocese electing
either the testimonial of consent in the form set out in paragraph (b) of this
Section or written notice of its refusal to give consent. If a majority of the
Standing Committees of all the Dioceses consents to the ordination of the
Bishop -elect, the Standing Committee of the Diocese electing shall then
forward the evidence of the consent, with the other nec essary do cume nts
described in Sec. 3(a) and (b) of this Canon, to the Presiding Bishop. If the
Presiding Bishop receives sufficient statements to indicate a majority of
those Bishops con sents to the ordin ation, the P residing B ishop sha ll,
without delay, notify the Standing Committee of the Diocese electing and
the Bisho p-elect of th e consen t.

(b) Evidence of the consent of each Standing Committee shall be a
testimon ial in the following words, signed by a majority of all  the mem-
bers of the Committee:

We, being a majority of all the members of the Standing Committee
of _____ _____ , and having  been du ly conv ened at _ _____ ____, fu lly
sensible  how important it is that the Sacred Order and O ffice of a
Bishop should not be unworthily conferred, and firmly persuaded that
it is our dut y to bea r testimo ny on th is solemn occasion without par-
tiality, do, in the presence of Almighty God, testify that we know of no
impediment on account of which the Reverend A.B. ought not to be
ordained to that H oly Order. In witness whereof, we have hereunto set
our hands this _____ day of _____ in the year of our Lord _____.
(Signed) _______________

Sec. 5. Upon receipt of the consents and assurance of the acceptance of the
election by the Bishop-elect, the Presiding Bishop shall take order for the
ordination of the Bishop-elect either by the Presiding Bishop or the
President of the House  of Bishops of the  Province of w hich the Dioce se
electing is part ,  and two other Bishops of this Church, or by any three
Bishops to whom the Presiding Bishop may communicate the testimonials.

Sec. 6. In case a majority of all the Standing Committees of the Dioceses
do not consent to the ordination of the Bishop-elect within 120 days from
the date  of the notification of the election by the Standing Committee of
the Diocese electing , or in case a m ajority of all th e Bishop s exercis ing
jurisdiction do not consent within 120 days from the date of notification
to them b y the Presid ing Bisho p of the ele ction, the P residing B ishop sha ll
declare the election  null and v oid and  shall give n otice to the S tanding
Committee of the Diocese electing and to the Bishop-elect. The Con-
vention of the Diocese may then proceed to a new election.
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Sec. 7 . In all particulars the service  at the ordin ation of a B ishop sha ll be
under the direction of the Bishop presiding at the ordination.

Sec. 8 . No pers on shall  be ordained Bishop unless the person shall at the
time, and in the prese nce of the ordaining Bishops and congregation,
subscribe to and m ake the d eclaration r equired  in Article V III of the
Constitution.

Sec. 9 (a) Within ten days after the election of  a Bishop  Diocesa n, a
Bishop Coadjutor, or a Bishop Suffragan by a Diocesan Convention,
delegates constituting no less  than 10% of the number of delegates casting
votes on the final ballot may file with the Secretary of the Convention
written objection s to the electio n proce ss, setting forth  in detail  all alleged
irregularities. Within ten days after receipt thereof, the Secretary of the
Convention shall forward copies of the same to the Bishop Diocesan, the
Chancellor and Standing Committee of the Diocese, and to the Presiding
Bishop, who shall request the Court of Review of the Province in which
the Diocese  is located to in vestigate  the complaint. The Court of Review
may invite response by the Bishop Diocesan, the Chancellor, the Standing
Committee and any  other per sons with in the electin g Dioce se. Within
thirty days after r eceipt of th e request, th e Court o f Review  shall send a
written report of its fin dings to th e Presiding  Bishop, a  copy of w hich
report the Presiding  Bishop, w ithin fifteen d ays, shall cau se to be sen t to
the Bishop Diocesan, the Chancellor, the Standing Committee and the
Secretary of the Convention of the electing Diocese. The Se cretary sh all
send a copy of the rep ort to each  of the dele gates wh o filed ob jection to
the election process.

(b) If the election has taken place within three months before a meeting
of the General Convention, the report shall be sent with the evidence of
election and testimonials as provided in Section 3(a) of this Canon.

(c) If the election has taken place more than three months before the
meeting of the General Convention, the report of the Court of Review
shall be sent to  the Standing Committees of the several Dioceses, with the
Certificate  of the Secretary of the electing Convention relating to consent
to ordain. L ikewise, t he Presiding Bishop shall include the report in the
communication to the Bishops exercising jurisdiction.

CANON 23: Of M issionary Bishops

Sec. 1 (a) The election of a person to be a Bishop in a Missionary Diocese
shall be held in accordance with the procedures set forth in the Constitu-
tion and Canons of the said Diocese, and, except as hereinafter provided,
pursuant to the provisions of Canon III.22.

(b) The Convention of a M issionary Diocese may, in lieu of electing a
Bishop, request that such election be made on its behalf by the Synod of
the Province , or the Ho use of Bish ops of the  Provinc e subject to
confirmation of the Provincial Council, or the Regional Council of
Churches in com munio n with this C hurch o f which  the Diocese is a
member,  as provid ed in paragraph (c) of this Sec tion; or it may requ est
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that such election be made on it s behalf by the House of Bishops as
provided in Sec. 2(a) of this Canon.

(c) In the event of an election of a Bishop by the Provincial Synod or
House  of Bishops of the Province, or by  a Regional Co uncil of Churc hes,
as provided in the foregoing paragraph (b), a Certificate of the Election,
signed by the presiding officer and the Secretary of the Synod or
Provincial House  of Bishops, or Regional Council, and a testimonial in the
form required in Canon III.22.1(a) signed by a constitutional majority of
the Synod, Provincial House of Bishop s or Regional Council, shall be
transmitted by its presid ing office r to the Standing C omm ittee of the Mis-
sionary Diocese on whose behalf such election was made. The Standing
Com mittee shall thereu pon pro ceed as set fo rth in Can on III.22 .1, the
above Certificate of Election and Testimonial serving in lieu of evidence
of election and testimonial therein required.

Sec. 2 (a) The House of Bishops may, upon the request of the Convention
of a Missionary Diocese, as provided in Sec. 1(b ) of this Can on, elect a
person to be a Bishop therein. Such choice shall be subject to confirmation
by the House of Deputies during the session of the General Convention,
and at other times to confirmation by a majority of the Standing Com-
mittees of the several Dioceses. T he med ical certificate as  required  in
Canon  III.22.1(a ) shall also be  required  of Missio nary Bish ops-elect.

(b) When the House of Bishops is to elect a Bishop for a Missionary
Diocese  within a given Province, the President of the Province may con-
vene the Synod of the Province prior to the meeting of the House of
Bishops at which a Bishop for such M issionary Diocese  is to be elected.
The Synod of the Province may thereupon nominate not exceeding three
persons to the Hou se of Bisho ps for that o ffice. It shall  be the duty of the
President of the Province  to transmit such no minations,  if any be mad e, to
the Presiding  Officer o f the Hou se of Bisho ps, who  shall, three weeks
before the meeting o f the House o f Bishops,  communicate the same to the
Bishops,  along with other nominations that have been made, in accordance
with the Rules of Order of the House. Each Province containing a
Missionary Diocese  shall, by Ordinance, provide the manner of convening
the Synod and making such nomination.

(c) The evidence of such choice shall be a certificate signed by the
Bishop presiding in the House of Bishops and by its Secretary, with a
testimon ial, or certified copy thereof, signed by a majority of the Bishops
of the House, in the form required in Canon III.22.1(a), which shall be
sent to the Presiding Officer of the House of Deputies, or to the Standing
Committees of the several Dioceses, if the General Convention be not in
session.

(d) When  the Presidin g Bishop  shall have received a certificate signed
by the President and Secretary of the House of Deputies (or certificates
signed by the Presidents and Secretaries of a majority of the Standing
Committees as the case may be), that the election has been approved, and
shall have received notice of the acceptance by the Bishop-elect of his
election, he shall take order for the consecration of the said Bishop-elect
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either by himself and two other Bishops of this Church, or by three
Bishops of this Church to whom he may communicate the certificates and
testimon ial.

Sec. 3. In the case of the permanent disability of the Bishop of a
Missionary Diocese , where th e said Bisho p shall not h ave sub mitted his
resignation of his jurisdic tion, the Pre siding Bish op shall, up on certifi-
cation of the said p erman ent disability  by at least thre e reputab le physi-
cians, decla re the jurisdic tion vaca nt.

Sec. 4. When the Bishop of a Missionary Diocese is unable, by reason of
age or other permanent cause of disability, fully to discharge the duties of
his office, a  Bishop C oadjuto r may b e elected b y the said  Diocese, subject
to the provisions of Canon III.22.2.

Sec. 5. Any Bishop or Bishops elected and consecrated under this Canon
shall be entitled to a seat and vote in the House of Bishops, and shall be
eligible  to the office of Bishop or Bishop Coadjutor or Bishop Suffragan
in any organ ized Diocese w ithin the United States;  Provided, that such
Bishop shall not be so eligible within five years from the date of his con-
secration, except to the office of Bishop of a Diocese formed in whole or
in part out of such Missionary Diocese.

Sec. 6 (a) When a Diocese, entitled to the choice of a Bishop, shall elect
as its Bishop Diocesan , or as its Bishop Coadjutor, or as a Bishop
Suffragan, a Missionary Bishop of this Church, if such election shall have
taken place within 120 days before a meeting of the General Convention,
evidence thereof shall be laid before each House of the General Con-
vention, and the c oncurre nce of ea ch Hou se, and its ex press con sent, shall
be necessary to the validity of said election, and shall complete the same;
so that the Bishop thus electe d shall be thereafter the Bishop of the
Diocese which has elected such Bishop.

(b) If the said election has taken place more than 120 days before a
meeting of the General Convention, the above process may be adopted,
or the following instead thereof, viz.: The Standing Committee of the Dio-
cese electing shall give duly certified evidence of the election to every
Bishop of this Church having jurisdiction, and to the Standing Committee
of every Diocese. On receiving notice of the concurrence of a majority of
such Bishops and of the Standing Committees in the election , and their
express consent thereto, the Standing Committee of the Diocese electing
shall transmit n otice thereof to the Ecclesiastical Authority of every
Diocese  within the United States; which notice shall state what Bishops
and what S tanding Committees have consented to the election. On re-
ceiving this notice the Presiding Bishop shall certify to the Secretary of
the House of Bishops the altered status and style of the Bishop so elected.

The Standing Committee of such Diocese  shall transmit to every Con-
gregation thereof, to be publicly read therein, a notice of the election thus
completed, and also cause public notice thereof to be given in such other
way as they may think pro per.
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Sec. 7. In the event of a vacancy in the episcopate of a Missionary
Diocese, on account of death, resignation, or other cause, the Standing
Committee shall become the Ecclesiastical Authority thereof until the
vacancy is filled.

In the event of a vacancy in the office of Bishop assigned jurisdiction
in an Area Mission, the charge thereof shall devolve upon the Pre siding
Bishop, with the power of appointing some other Bishop a s his substitute
in such charge , until the vacancy is filled by  the House o f Bishops.

CANON  24: Of Bishops and their Duties

Sec. 1. Each Bishop shall keep a record of all official acts, which record
shall be the property of the Diocese and shall be transmitted to the
Bishop’s successor.

Sec. 2. No Bishop shall perform episcopal acts or officiate by preaching,
ministering the Sacram ents, or ho lding any public service in a Dio cese
other than that in which the Bishop is canonically resident, without per-
mission or a license to perform occasional public services from the Eccle-
siastical Authority of the Diocese in which the Bishop desires to officiate.

Sec. 3 (a) Each Bishop serving in a Diocese shall reside in that Diocese.
(b) The Bish op Dio cesan shall not be absent from the Diocese for a

period of more than three consecutive months without the consent of the
Convention or the Standing Committee of the Diocese.

(c) A Bisho p Dioce san, wh enever le aving the  Diocese  for six
consecutive months, shall authorize in writing, under hand and seal, the
Bishop Coadjutor, the Bishop Suffragan if the Constitution and Canons of
the Diocese so provide, or, should there be none, the Standing Committee
of the Diocese, to act as the Ecclesiastical Authority thereof during the
absence. The Bishop Co adjutor, o r the Bisho p Suffrag an if the Co nsti-
tution and Canons of th e Diocese so  provide, or, should there be none, the
Standing Committee may at any time  becom e the Ecc lesiastical Au thority
upon the written request  of the Bishop and continue to act as such until the
request is revoked by the Bishop Diocesan in writing.

Sec. 4 (a) Each D iocesan B ishop sha ll visit the Con gregation s within  the
Diocese  at least once in three years. Interim visits m ay be de legated to
another Bishop of this Church.

(b) At every visitation the visiting Bishop shall preside at the Holy Eu-
charist and at the Initiatory Rites, as required, preach the Word, examine
the records of the Congregation required by Canon III.14.3, and examine
the life and ministry of the Clergy and Congregation according to Canon
III.14.2(e).

(c) If a Diocesan Bishop has declined to visit a Parish or Congregation
for three years, the Member of the Clergy in charge and Vestry (or the
Corporation), or the Bishop, may apply to the Presiding Bishop to appoint
five Diocesan B ishops who  live nearest to the Dioce se in which such
Parish or Congregation is situated as a Council of Conciliatio n, who  shall
determin e all matters o f differenc e betwe en the pa rties, and eac h party
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shall conform to the decision o f the Cou ncil. Provided, that, in case of any
subsequent trial of either party for failure to conform to the decision, any
right of the Accused under the Constitutions and Canons of this Church or
the Diocese holding the trial may be pleaded and established as a sufficient
defense, notwithstanding the former decision; and Provided, further, that,
in any case, the Bishop may at any time apply for such Council of Con-
ciliation.

Sec. 5. The Diocesan Bishop may deliver, fro m time  to time, a C harge to
the Clergy of the Diocese and a Pastoral Letter to the people of the Dio-
cese on poin ts of doctrine, discipline, or worship. The Bishop m ay require
the Clergy to read  the Pastoral Letter to their Co ngregations.

Sec. 6. At each Annual Meeting of the Diocesan Convention the Diocesan
Bishop shall mak e a report o f the State of  the Dioc ese since the  last An-
nual Meeting of the Convention; including the names of the Congregations
visited; the number of persons confirmed and received; the names of tho se
who have been admitted as Postulants and Candidates for Holy Orders, of
those ordained, and  of those suspended or deposed from Holy Orders; the
changes by death, removal, or otherwise, which have taken place among
the Clergy; and other matters the Bishop desires to present to the Con-
vention ; which sta tement sh all be inserted  in the Jour nal.

CANON 25: Of Bishops Coadjutor

Sec. 1 (a) When the Diocesan Bishop is unable, by reason of permanent
medica l, psychological or psychiatric condition, or by reason of the extent
of Diocesan work, fully to discharge the duties of the office, or in  order to
provide an orde rly transition  in the office , a Bishop C oadjuto r, who sh all
have the right of succ ession, m ay be elec ted by an d for the D iocese, in
accordance with Canon III.22.

(b) Before the election of a Bishop Coadjutor based on the extent of
Diocesan work, or in order to provide an orderly transition in the office,
the consent of the General Convention or, if General Convention is not in
session, the consent of a majority of the Bishops exercising jurisdiction
and of the several Standing Committees must be obtained.

(c) Before an election of a Bishop Coadju tor, the Dio cesan Bish op shall
read, or cause to be read, to the Convention the Bishop’s written consent
to the election. The consent shall state the duties to be assigned to the
Bishop Coadjutor when ordained. The consent shall form part of the pro-
ceedings of the Convention. The duties assigned by the Diocesan Bishop
to the Bish op Coa djutor m ay be en larged by  mutua l consent.

(d) In the case of the inability of the Diocesan Bishop to issue the
required consen t, the Standing Committee of the Diocese may request the
Convention to act without the consent. The request shall be accompanied
by a certificate by at least two licen sed me dical doc tors, psych ologists  or
psychia trists as to the inability of the Diocesan Bishop to issue the written
consen t.
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(e) The grounds for the election of a Bishop Coadjutor, as stated in the
record of the Convention, shall be communicated with the other required
testimon ials to the General Convention or to the Standing Committees and
the Presiding Bishop.

(f) When a Diocese desires the ordination of a Bishop Coadjutor, the
Standing Com mittee sha ll forward  to the Presid ing Bisho p, in addition to
the evidence and testimonials required by Canon III.22, a certificate of the
Presiding Officer and Secretary of the Convention that every requirement
of this Section has been complied with.

Sec. 2. There sh all be only  one Bish op Coa djutor in an y Dioce se. Pro-
vided, if it is certified to the Ecclesiastical Authority of a Diocese by two
licensed medical doctors, psychologists or psychiatrists, selected by the
Eccle siastical Authority, that the B ishop Coad jutor in the Diocese  is
perma nently  unable, by reason of medical, psycholog ical or psyc hiatric
condition , to carry out the duties of Bishop Coadjutor, the Ecclesiastical
Authority, upon the advice of three Bishops of three neighboring
Dioceses,  may declare that the right of succession of the Bishop Coadjutor
is terminated and a new Bishop Coadjutor may then be elected as provided
in Canon III.22.1.

CANON 26: Of Bishops Suffragan

Sec. 1  (a) With the consent of the Bishop Diocesan, a Bishop Suffragan
shall be elected in accordance with Canon III.22.1.

(b) Before the election of a Bishop Suffragan in a Diocese, the consent
of the General Convention or, if General Convention is not in session, the
consent of a majority of the Bishops exercising jurisdiction and of the
several Standing Committees must be obtained.

Sec. 2 (a) A Bishop Suffragan shall act as an assistant to and under the
direction of the Bishop Diocesan.

(b) Before the election of a Bishop Suffragan in a Diocese, the Bishop
Diocesan shall submit a description of the role and the duties of the Bishop
Suffragan to the Convention of the Diocese.

Sec. 3. The tenure of office of a Bishop Suffragan shall not be determined
by the tenure of office of the Bishop Diocesan.

Sec. 4. No Bishop  Suffragan, w hile acting as such, sh all be Rector or
Member of the Clergy in charge of a Parish or Congregation.

CANON 27: Of Assistant Bishops

Sec. 1. When  a Dioces e, in the op inion of its  Bishop, requires additional
episcopal services, the Bishop may, with the consent of  the Standing Com-
mittee of the Diocese, ask the Convention of the Diocese to approve the
creation of the position of Assistant Bishop and to author ize the Bish op to
appoint a Bishop  for the po sition, with th e consen t of the Standing
Committee of the Diocese, and under such conditions as the Bishop may
determine.
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Sec. 2. An Assistant Bishop may be appointed from among the following:
(a) Bishops Diocesan, Bishops Coadjutor, or Bishops Suffragan, who

under the Con stitution and  Canon s of this Church would  be eligible
for election in th at Diocese ; Provided, that at the time of accepting
any such appoin tment a Bishop  Diocesan, Bishop Coadjutor or
Bishop Suffragan shall resign that office;

(b) Bishops of this Churc h who , having  resigned  their previous respon-
sibilities, are qualified to perform episcopa l acts in this  Church; and

(c) Bishops of a Church in communion with this Church, in good
standing therein, if they:

(1) have previo usly resigned their form er responsibilities;
(2) have received approval, by a competent authority within the

Church of their ordination of their appointment to the posi-
tion of Assistant Bishop;

(3) have exhibited satisfactory evidence o f moral a nd god ly
character and h aving me t theological requirem ents;

(4) have prom ised in a writing submitted to the Bishop making
the appoin tment to su bmit in all th ings to  the Doc trine, Disci-
pline and Worship of this Church; and

(5) have submitte d to and satisfac torily passed a thorough exam-
ination covering their medical, psycho logical and  psychiatric
condition by recognized and licensed professionals appointed
by the Ecclesiastical Authority of the Diocese with the ap-
proval of the Presiding B ishop. Th e forms  for med ical,
psychological and psychiatric reports prepared by The
Church Pe nsion Fund  shall be used for these p urposes.

(d) Before the appointment of a Bishop who is not otherwise a member
of the House of Bishops as an Assistant Bishop under the provisions
of Secs. 2(b) or 2(c) of this Canon, the consent of the House of
Bishops or, i f the appointment is  to be made more than three
months p rior to a meeting o f the House  of Bishops,  the consent of
a majority of Bishops exercising jurisdiction must be obtained.

Sec. 3. Before an Assistant Bishop so appointed begins service in th is
position, the Bishop of the Diocese shall give certified evidence of the
appointment to the Secr etary of the  House  of Bisho ps and sh all transmit
notice of the appointment to the Presiding Bishop and to the Ecclesiastical
Authority of every Diocese.

Sec. 4. No person may serve as an Assistant Bishop beyond the
termination of the jurisdiction of the appointing Bishop or after attaining
the age of 72 y ears.

Sec. 5. An Assistant Bishop shall serve at the discretion, and under the
control and direction of, the Diocesan Bishop.
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CANON 28: Of the Incapacity, Resignation, and Retirement o f
Bishops

Sec. 1. When it is certified to the Presiding Bishop, by at least two licensed
medical doctors, psychologists or psychiatrists, who have examined the
case, that a Bishop Diocesan is incapable of authorizing the Bishop Co-
adjutor, if there is one, or a Bishop Suffragan, if there is one, or the Stand-
ing Committee to act as the Ecclesiastical Authority, then, upon the advice
of five Bishops of neighboring Dioceses selected by the Presiding Bishop,
the Presiding Bishop shall declare the Bishop Coadjutor, or a Bishop
Suffragan, if the Constitution and C anons of the D iocese so provide, or the
Standing Committee to be the Ecclesiastical Authority for all purposes set
forth in these Ca nons an d to retain such canonical authority until the Pre-
siding Bishop, acting upon a like certificate, declares the Bishop Diocesan
competen t to resume official du ties.

Sec. 2 (a) Each Bishop, upon attaining the age of sev enty-tw o years, sh all
resign as required by Article II, Sec. 9 of the Constitution. The resignation
shall be sent to the Presid ing Bisho p, who  shall imm ediately co mmu nicate
it to every Bishop of this Church exercising jurisdiction and shall declare
the resignation accepted, effective at a designated date not later than three
months from the date the resignation was tendered.

(b) The Presiding Bishop shall communicate to the resigning Bishop the
acceptance of the resignation effective as of the date fixed. In the case of
a Diocesan Bishop or Bishop Coadjutor, the Presiding Bishop shall certify
the resignation to the Standing C omm ittee of the Diocese  concerned, and
in the case of other Bishops, to the Ecclesiastical Authority of the  Diocese
concerned. The Presiding Bishop shall also order the Secretary of the
House  of Bishops to record the resignation, effective as of the date fixed,
to be incorporated in the Journal of the House.

(c) If any Bish op, for an y reason , fails to resign upon attaining the age
of seventy-two years, as provided in Sec. 2 of this Canon, the Presiding
Bishop shall certify that fact to the Hou se of Bishops.  The House of Bish-
ops shall then declare the Bishop’ s position ter minated , effective at a d ate
not later than three months from the date of declaration; and shall order the
Presiding Bishop’s certificate and its own declaration and action to be
recorded in its Journal. The Presiding Bishop shall then pronounce the
position terminated, effective as of the date  fixed, and  shall comm unicate
the fact to the Diocesan Bishop and Standing Committee of each Diocese.

Sec. 3 (a) Any Bishop w ho desire s to resign sh all send the  resignation  with
the reasons therefor in writing to the Presiding Bishop at least thirty days
before th e date  set for a meeting of the House of Bishops. The Presiding
Bishop shall notify without delay every Bishop of this Church , and the
Standing Com mittee of th e Dioce se of the B ishop de siring to resig n, in
order that the Standing Committee may be heard on behalf of the
Diocese,either in person or by correspondence, upon the subject. The
House  during its session shall accep t or refuse the resig nation by a
majority  of those p resent.
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(b) If a resignation has been tendered more than three months before a
meeting of the House  of Bishops,  the Presidin g Bishop  shall comm unicate
it, together with any statement from the Standing Committee of the Dio-
cese concerned, to every Bishop of this Church. If a majority of the
Bishops consents to the resignation, the Presiding Bishop, without delay,
shall notify the resigning Bishop and the Standing Committee of the Dio-
cese concerned of the acceptance of the resignation, effective as of the
date fixed. The Presiding Bishop shall also order the Secretary of the
House  of Bishops to record the resignation, effective as of the date fixed,
to be incorporated in the Journal of the House.

(c) At each m eeting of th e Gene ral Conv ention, the Presiding Bishop
shall comm unicate to  the Hou se of Dep uties, whe n in session , a list of the
resignations which have been accepted since the preceding meeting of the
General Convention.

Sec. 4 (a) A resigned or retired Bish op shall  be subject in all matters to the
Constitution and Canons of this Church and to the authority of the General
Convention.

(b) A resigned or retired Bishop may perform  any episcopal act, at the
request of any Diocesan Bishop within that Bishop’s Diocese. A resigned
or retired Bish op ma y, by vo te of the Conve ntion of a ny Dio cese and  with
the consent of the Bishop of that Diocese, be given an honorary seat in the
Convention, with voice but without vote, or be given an hon orary sea t in
the Cathedral of any Diocese, by and subject to th e authority  comp etent to
grant such seat. The resigned or retired Bishop shall repor t all official acts
to the Diocesan Bishop and to the Diocese in wh ich the acts are per-
formed. These provisions shall also be applicable to a resigned Bishop of
another Church in communion with this Church, subject to the approval
of competent authority within the other Church, where such approval may
be required.

(c) A resigned B ishop may , at the discretion of the Bishop of the
Diocese  in which the resigned Bishop resides, and upon presentation of
Letters Dimissory from the Eccle siastical Auth ority of the  Diocese  in
which the resigned Bishop has had canonical residence most recently, be
enrolled among the Clergy of the new  Diocese , and bec ome su bject to its
Constitution and Canons including being giv en a seat and vote in the
Diocesan Conve ntion, in ac cordan ce with its can onical pro visions for
qualification of clergy  memb ers.

(d) When a resigned Bishop accepts a pastoral charge or other min-
isterial post within a Diocese the Diocesan Bishop shall process the Letters
Dimissory, and the re signed B ishop sha ll be enrolled among the Clergy of
the Diocese  and be g iven seat an d vote in  the Diocesan Con vention  in
accordance with the canonical provisions of the Diocese for qualification
of clergy mem bers, and subject to the provisions of paragra ph (h) o f this
section.

(e) A resign ed Bisho p may , with the ap proval of the Bishop of the
Diocese  in which the resigned Bishop resides, accept a pastoral charge in
that Diocese , and, sub ject to the D iocese’s ca nonical p rovisions for the
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filling of vacancies, may accept election as the Rector of a Parish therein.
(f) A resigned Bishop may, with the approval of the Bishop of the

Diocese  in which the resign ed Bishop resid es, accept any position created
under the auth ority of the Dioce san Conve ntion, including tha t of Assis-
tant Bishop and may, at the same time, occupy a pastoral charge.

(g) Enrollment among the Clergy of, or acceptance of any position
within, a Diocese  shall not deprive a resigned Bishop of the seat and  vote
in the House  of Bisho ps to wh ich the Bish op ma y be entitled  under A rticle
I, Sec. 2 of the Constitution.

(h) The provisions of this section shall be applicable to a resigned
Bishop who continues to reside within  the limits of the resigned Bishop’s
former Diocese, except that the resigned Bishop sh all not hav e the right to
vote in the Diocesan Convention, u nless the Canon s of the Diocese
specifically so provide.

CANON 29: Of Dioceses without Bishops

Sec. 1. A Diocese without a Bishop may, by an act of its Convention, and
in consultation with the Presiding Bishop, be placed under the provisional
charge and authority o f a Bishop of an other Diocese  or of a resigned
Bishop , who sh all by that act be authorized to exercise all the duties and
offices of the Bishop of the Diocese until a Bishop is elected and ordained
for that Diocese or until the act of the Convention is revoked.

Sec. 2. Any Bishop may, on the invitation of the Convention or of the
Standing Committee of any Diocese where there is no Bishop, visit and
exercise episcopal offices in that Diocese or any part of it. This invitation
shall be for a stated period and may be revoked at any time.

Sec. 3. A Diocese, while under the provisional charge of a Bishop, shall
not invite any other Bish op to visit  and exe rcise episco pal acts or au thority
without the consent of the Bishop in charge.

CANON  30: Of Religious Orders and Other Christian Communities

Sec. 1 (a) A Religious Order of this Churc h is a society  of Christian s (in
communion with the See of Canterbury) who voluntarily commit them-
selves for life, or a term of years: to holding their possessions in common
or in trust; to a celibate life in community; and obedien ce to their  Rule and
Constitution.

(b) To be officially recognized, a Religious Order mu st have at least six
professed members, and must be approved by the Standing Committee on
Religious Communities of the House of Bishops and be registered with the
Committee.

(c) Each Order shall have a Bishop Visitor or Protector, who need not
be the Bishop of the Diocese in which the Order is established. If, how-
ever, the Bishop Visitor or Protector is not the Bishop of the Dioc ese in
which the Mo ther Ho use of the  Order is situ ated, the Bishop Visitor or
Protector shall not accept election without the consent of the Bishop of
that Diocese. The Bishop Visitor or Protector shall be the guardian of the
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Constitution of the Or der, and  shall serve a s an arbiter in  matters which the
Order or its me mbers can not resolve throu gh its normal p rocesses.

(d) Any person under vows in a Religious Order, having exhausted the
normal processes of the Order, may petition the Bishop Visitor or Pro-
tector for dispensation fro m those  vows.  In the event the petitioner is not
satisfied with the ruling of the Bishop Visitor or Protector on such petition,
the person may file a petition with the Presiding Bishop, who shall appoint
a Board of three Bish ops to  review the petition and the decision thereon,
and to make recommendation to the Presiding Bishop, who shall have the
highest dispensing power for Religious Orders, and whose ruling on the
petition sha ll be final.

(e) A Religious Order may establish a house in a Diocese only with the
permission of the Bish op of the  Diocese . This perm ission once granted
shall not be withdrawn by the Bishop or any succeeding Bishop.

(f) The Constitution of every Religious Order shall make provision for
the legal ownership and administration of the temporal possessions of the
Order, and in the event of dissolution of the Order, or sho uld it otherwise
cease to exist, shall pr ovide fo r the disposition of its assets ac cording  to
the laws governing non-profit (religious) organizations in the State where-
in the Order is incorporated.

(g) It is recognized that a Religious Order is not a Parish, Mission,
Congregation or Institution of the Diocese within the meaning of Canon
I.7.3, and its provisions sh all not apply to Religiou s Orders.

Sec. 2 (a) A Christian Comm unity of this Church under this Cano n is a
society  of Christians (in communion with the See of Canterbury) who
volunta rily comm it themselves for life, or a term of y ears, in obe dience to
their Rule and Constitution.

(b) To be o fficially reco gnized su ch a Ch ristian Com munity  must have
at least six full members in accordance with their Rule and Constitution,
and must be approved by the Standing Committee on Religious Commu-
nities of the House of Bishops and be registered with the Committee.

(c) Each su ch Christia n Com munity  of this Church shall have a Bishop
Visitor or Protector, who need not be the Bishop of the Diocese in which
the comm unity is  established. If, however, the Bishop Visitor or Protector
is not the Bishop of the Diocese in which the Mother House of the Com-
munity  is situated, the Bishop Visitor or Protector shall not accept election
without the consent of the Bishop of that Diocese. The Bishop Visitor or
Protector shall be the guardian of the Constitution of the Community, and
shall serve as an arbiter in  matters which the Comm unity or its members
cannot resolve th rough its norm al processes.

(d) Any p erson un der full  commitment in such a Christian Community,
having exhaus ted the no rmal pro cesses of the  Com munity , may p etition
the Bishop V isitor or Prote ctor for disp ensation fr om tha t full comm it-
ment.  In the eve nt the petition er is not satisfied  with the ruling of the
Bishop Visitor or Protector on such petition, the person may file a petition
with the Presiding Bishop of the Church, who shall appoint a Board of
three Bishops to review the petition and the decision thereon, and to make
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recommendation to the Presiding Bishop, who shall have the highest dis-
pensing power for Christian Communities, and whose  ruling on  the peti-
tion shall be  final.

(e) Each such Ch ristian Com munity  may es tablish a ho use in  a Diocese
only  with the permission of the Bishop of the Diocese. This permission
once granted shall not be withdrawn by the Bishop or any succeeding
Bishop.

(f) The Constitution of each Christian Community shall make provision
for the legal ownership and administration of the temporal possessions of
the Community, and in the event of dissolution of the Community, or
should  it otherwise cease to exist , shall provide fo r the dispo sition of its
assets according to the laws governing non-profit (religious) organizations
in the State wherein the Community is incorporated.

(g) It is recognized that a Christian Community is not a Parish, Mission,
Congregation or Institution of the Dioc ese within  the meaning of Canon
I.7.3, and its provisions sh all not apply to such  Christian Com munities.

Sec. 3. Any B ishop rec eiving vows of an individual not a member of a
Religious Order or other Christian Community,  using the form for “Setting
Apart for a Special Vocation” in the Book of Occasional Services, or a
similar rite, shall record  the follow ing inform ation with  the Standing Com-
mittee on Relig ious Com munities  of the Ho use of Bis hops: the name of
the person making vows; the date of the service; the nature and contents
of the vows made,  whether temporary or permanent; and any other
pastoral considerations as shall be deemed necessary.

CANON 31: Of the General Board of Examining Chaplains

Sec. 1. There sh all be a General Board  of Examining Chaplains, consisting
of four Bishops, six Priests with pastoral cures or in specialized ministries,
six memb ers of accredited Seminary faculties or of other educational
institutions, and six L ay Perso ns. The members of the Board shall be
elected by the Hou se of Bishops an d confirme d by the Ho use of Depu ties,
one-ha lf of the members in each of the foregoing categories being elected
and confirmed at each regular m eeting of the General Convention for a
term of two Convention periods. They shall take office at the adjournment
of the meeting of the General Convention at wh ich their elections are
confirmed, and shall serve until the adjournment of the second regular
meeting thereafter. No member shall serve more than 12 years conse-
cutively. Additionally, the Presiding Bishop, in c onsultation  with the C hair
of the Board, may appoint up to four other m embers for a term . The Hou se
of Bishops, at any special meeting that may be held prior to the next
meeting of the General Convention, shall fill for the unexpired portion of
the term any vacanc y that ma y have a risen in the in terim. Th e Board  shall
elect its own Chair and Secretary, and shall have the power to constitute
committees necessary for the carrying on of its work.

Sec. 2 (a) The General Board of Examining Chaplains, with professional
assistance, shall prepare at least annually a General Ordination Examina-
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tion covering the subject matter set forth in Canon III.7.5(a ), and sha ll
conduct,  administer, and ev aluate it in respect to those Can didates for
Holy  Orders who have been identified to the Board by their several
Bishops.

(b) Whenever a Candidate has not demonstrated proficiency in any one
or more of the canonical areas covered by the General Ordination
Examination, the General Bo ard of Exam ining Chaplain s shall recommend
to the Commission on Ministry, and through the Commission to the Board
of Examining Chaplains, if one exists, of the Diocese to which the Can-
didate belongs, how the proficiencies might be attained.

Sec. 3. The General Board  of Examining Chaplains may prepare, in each
Convention period, guidelines based upon the subjects contained in Canon
Ill.7.5(a), which guidelines shall be available to all persons concerned.

Sec. 4. The G eneral Bo ard of E xamin ing Cha plains shall p romp tly report,
in writing, to th e Cand idate, to  the Cand idate’s Bish op and  to the Dean of
the Seminary the Candidate is attending, the results of all examinations
held by them, together w ith the examina tions themselves, w hether satis-
factory or unsatisfactory, making separate reports upon each person ex-
amined. The Bishop shall transmit these reports to the Standing Committee
and to the Commission. Notwithstanding the results of the exam inations,
in no case shall the Standing Committee recommend a Candidate for
Ordination under Canon III.7 until the Standing Committee has received
from the Commission on Ministry a certificate to the effect that the Can-
didate  has demo nstrated a proficiency in all subjects required by Canon
III.7.5(a).

The report  of the Board shall be made in the following form:

To __________ (Candidate), the Right Reverend __________, Bishop
of __________ (or in the absence of the Bishop the Standing Com-
mittee of) __________: (Place) __________ (Date) _____ To the Dean
of (Place) __________ (Date) _____
We, having been assigned as examiners of A.B., hereby testify that we
have examined A.B. upon the subject matter prescribed in Canon
III.7. Sensible of our responsibility, we give our judg ment as follow s:
(Here specify the proficiency of A.B. in the subject matter appointed,
or any deficiency therein, as made apparent by the examination.
(Signed) _______________

Sec. 5. The General Board of Ex amining Chaplains shall make a report
concerning its work to each regular meeting of the General Convention,
and in years between meetings of the General Convention shall make a
report to the Ho use of Bishop s.

CANON 32: Of the Board for Church Deployment

Sec. 1 (a) There shall be a Board for Church Deployment of the General
Convention consisting of twelve  memb ers, four of who m shall be Bisho ps,
four of whom shall be Presbyters or Deacons, and four of whom shall be
Lay Person s.
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(b) The Bishops shall be appointed by the Presiding Bishop. The Prie sts
or Deaco ns and L ay Me mbers sh all be appointed by the President of the
House of Deputies. All appointments to the Board sh all be subject to the
confirmation of the General Convention.

(c) The Members  shall serve terms beginning with the adjournment of
the meeting of the General Conv ention at which their appointments are
confirmed, and end ing with th e adjourn ment o f the second regular meeting
thereafter. The m embers shall no t serve successive term s.

(d) At each regular meeting of the General Convention one-half of the
memb ership shall be appo inted to serve full terms.

(e) Vacancies shall be filled by appointment by the Presiding Bishop or
by the Pr esident of th e Hous e of Dep uties, as app ropriate. Su ch appo int-
ments  shall be for the rem aining unex pired portion of th e mem bers’ terms,
and, if a regular meeting of the Gen eral Con vention  intervene s, appoin t-
ments  for terms ex tending  beyon d such m eetings sha ll be subject to confir-
mation of the Genera l Conve ntion. M embe rs appoin ted to fill the vacan-
cies shall not thereby be disqualified from appointment to full terms
thereafter.

Sec. 2 . The duties of the Board shall be:
(a) To oversee the Church Deployment Office.
(b) To study the deployment needs and trends in the Episcopal Church

and in other C hristian bodies.
(c) To issue and distribute such reports and information concerning

deployment as it deems helpful to the Church.
(d) To cooperate with the other Boards, Commissions, and Agencies

which are conc erned w ith ministry , and parti cularly with the
Execu tive Cou ncil.

(e) To report on its work and the work of the Church Deployment
Office at each regular meeting of the General Convention.

(f) To report to the Executive Council at regular intervals as a part of
its accoun tability to the Council for the funding which the Church
Deploym ent Office receives.

(g) To work in coop eration with the Church Center Staff.
(h) To fulfill other res ponsibilities a ssigned to  it by the G eneral Con-
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