Advance Praise for Reckless Love

“Reckless Loveis short, sweet, and delightful. I love John Newton’s
stories—his Facebook story, to name one, is amazing!—and I
love the way he tells them. Funny, mildly self-deprecatory, and
entirely easy of access, they bring the book completely to life.
And they are all in service of a disarmingly accessible intro to the
core dynamics of Christian life: calm, compassion, total mercy,
infectious humor, and honest joy. Reckless Love is a charming
introduction to, well, the Good Lovin’ (Young Rascals) of God.”

—The Rev. Dr. Paul F. M. Zahl, retired dean and president
of Trinity Episcopal School for Ministry,
Ambridge, Pennsylvania

“John Newton bravely calls us to see the reckless love of Jesus
with fresh eyes. He weaves his own witness with the relentless
(and often offensive) message of the Gospel. I was left remem-
bering that mercy for the sinner is the only real relief.”

—The Rev. Sarah Condon, associate editor

of the Mockingbird, cohost of The Mockingcast, and Episcopal
priest at St. Martin’s Church in Houston, Texas

“John Newton’s Reckless Love clears away the cobwebs of fear,
smallness, and perceptions of scarcity that seem to clutter the
human condition with a wonderfully beautiful message—that
we are deeply, profoundly, even ‘recklessly’ loved.”

—The Rev. Marcus Halley, rector of St. Paul’s Church on
Lake of the Isles in Minneapolis, Minnesota



“Our grace-starved world needs to hear good news. Thanks be to
God for what John Newton has written, offering hopeful reflec-
tions on the ministry of Jesus and the witness of saints, sharing
stories of transforming grace. The good news of God’s reckless
love described in this book offers a lens that can guide us for-
ward with confidence and courage in a world marked by fake
news. Each chapter, concluding with engaging questions, invites
the reader into that way of seeing. You and your community will
be blessed by taking this book to heart.”

—The Rev. Jay Sidebotham, director of RenewalWorks

“John Newton reminds us that Jesus is with us in the broken
places and Jesus is with us in our joy and celebration. On the
floor in front of the church altar. At the bedside of a loved one
where we keep watch. In the streets where we cry for justice. On
the playground where laughter is carried on the wind. In the
communities where we live. Jesus is here—and loves us . . . with
love that is never-ending. With a love that is reckless.”

—Roger Hutchison, author of Jesus: God Among Us
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Chapter1

Reckless

“Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some
seed fell on the path, and the birds came and ate it up.
Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much
soil, and it sprang up quickly, since it had no depth of soil.
And when the sun rose, it was scorched; and since it had no
root, it withered away. Other seed fell among thorns, and
the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no grain.
Other seed fell into good soil and brought forth grain,
growing up and increasing and yielding thirty and sixty
and a hundredfold.” And he said, “Let anyone with ears to
hear listen!” (Mark 4:3-9)

The first home I ever purchased had only one flaw: a barren
front yard. I did not consider this to be a problem when I pur-
chased the home, as I figured I would plant grass. However, 1
quickly learned that planting grass is hard. Recklessly throwing
down a few squares of grass seed won’t yield a plush green yard.

Planting grass, I later learned, would require loosening the
ground and then meticulously raking the ground into a thou-
sand little furrows. I would then need to scatter seed carefully
and evenly. Next comes the wheat straw to hold in the moisture
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2 Reckless Love

before watering, which of course is its own science. If you water
the yard too much then the seeds will wash away, but if you fail
to use enough water the seeds will never grow.

My front yard remained barren for the three years I lived in
that house. I never planted the grass, but my research yielded
loads of information about horticulture. I learned that a careful
farmer is cautious and strategic, diligent and methodical, calcu-
lated and selective.

I find it shocking that Jesus’s most famous parable is about
a farmer who lacks these qualities. The farmer in Jesus’s story is
reckless. He throws seed around like it is confetti on New Year’s
Eve. Seed falls on the path, the thorns, the rocky ground, and
some in good soil. The farmer in Jesus’s story is wasteful and lav-
ish and anything but calculated. The real shock comes when we
discover who this farmer represents: God.

I'used to believe that the purpose of this parable was to warn
the faithful about the pitfalls of wealth and distraction. I read it
as Jesus’s way of encouraging me to be the good soil. Christians
weren’t supposed to be materialistic, shallow, and hard of heart
like the rest of humanity, who represent the bad soil. This, 1
thought, was the parable’s meaning—that a Christian has a call-
ing to be good soil unlike the rest of the world; what Christianity
offers is a road map on how to become good soil. This was a well-
known truth in my church growing up.

Jesus did not tell parables to confirm well-known truths, but
rather to shatter well-known truths.

When Jesus told the parable of the sower, everyone in his
audience assumed they knew who God favored, that is, the
“good” soil. God favored the right, the respectable, the religious,
and people who kept the Law. This was well-known truth to any-
one who knew anything about religion in Jesus’s day. Only a fool
would dare question this truth.

Was Jesus Christ himself such a fool?

On multiple times Jesus went on public record to state
that God looked more like a reckless farmer than a stern and
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calculated judge. Jesus never spoke of a careful, cautious, strate-
gic, diligent, methodical, calculated, and selective farmer look-
ing only for the best soil to invest in. The God Jesus revealed
looks more like the farmer in this parable: reckless with love,
wasteful even, and in a terrific hurry to sow love wherever—
simply because the nature of God is to sow love everywhere.

This is not a parable about good soil, but about a recklessly
gracious Sower. It is a parable about a God that goes about reck-
lessly sowing love wherever, irrespective of conditions. God, it
seems, could not care less about return on investment.

Our experience of Christianity pivots on our understanding
of this parable. “Do you not understand this parable?” Jesus asks.
“Then how will you understand all the parables?” (Mark 4:13). If
we get this parable wrong, we get the gospel wrong.

This is the question the parable of the sower confronts us
with: do we know the reckless love of God that is perpetually
poured out upon every human life and every ounce of creation
in all seasons and conditions?

Imagine how exciting and transformative churches would
be if they poured love into their community like the farmer in
Jesus’s parable. How spiritually rich and full of joy would our
lives be if we loved and blessed the people in our lives with the
same reckless abandon with which God blesses and loves us?

Becoming a reckless lover of all people is much like planting
grass: easier said than done. We feel pain when our love falls on
rocky, arid, or weed-infested ground. We want to give up and to
stop loving when that happens. It hurts when the people we love
don’t love us back, and our great temptation is always to layer
our heart in protective armor to ensure that we don’t get hurt
again. We hedge our bets by loving selectively and methodically.
We are calculated lovers. We scout out the good soil and invest
our love there.

The God we know in Jesus Christ refuses to love selectively.
Jesus Christ, hanging naked from a cross with arms wide open,
pronounced forgiveness on the mocking crowds. Jesus’s whole
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life, indeed his every act, was a living display of the parable of the
sower. Jesus Christ is God’s Seed recklessly sown throughout the
world. There is no corner of creation where this love is absent.

God’s reckless love is counterintuitive. People who exhibit
true inner goodness are precisely the people who have learned
that they don’t need an ounce of inner goodness for God to
love them. These fortunate ones know that God recklessly and
perpetually sows love into the lives of thorny, rocky, and hard-
hearted people. They understand that only God’s reckless love
smooths the rocks, dulls the thorns, and softens the heart.

What might it take for you to begin living a less calculated,
methodical life and to love a bit more indiscriminately and
recklessly?

We extend reckless love to others only to the extent that we
know and feel the reckless love that God has for each of us. We
are empowered to sow seeds of love only to the extent that we
know the One Seed, Jesus Christ, sowed throughout creation,
buried deep beneath the earth, raised on that first Easter morn-
ing, and now bearing fruit throughout the world in preparation
for a great harvest of love at the end of the age.

Discussion Questions

1. Why do you think Jesus spoke in parables? Do you think
Jesus told parables to shatter well-known truths?

2. Do you believe that some people are “good soil” and that
others are “bad soil”? Why or why not?

3. Do you believe that God is “reckless” with love? Can God be
reckless and calculating at the same time?



