
The Biblical Roots of 
Radical Welcome

The facilitator should post the six passages on walls around the room. Allow people
to walk around the room seeking the passage that, to them, captures an essential
aspect of radical welcome. When all have found their passage and stood next to it,
invite people at each passage 1) to say the word or phrase that stands out for them
and 2) to offer one sentence on why it is significant.

Genesis 18:1–8: A Son Promised to Abraham and Sarah
The LORD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the

entrance of his tent in the heat of the day. He looked up and saw three men stand-
ing near him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet them, and
bowed down to the ground. He said, “My lord, if I find favor with you, do not pass
by your servant. Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest your-
selves under the tree. Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh yourselves,
and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So they said,
“Do as you have said.” And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said,
“Make ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes.”
Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the ser-
vant, who hastened to prepare it. Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he
had prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by them under the tree while
they ate.

Deuteronomy 10:17–19: For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of
lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who is not partial and takes no bribe,
who executes justice for the orphan and the widow, and who loves the strangers,
providing them with food and clothing. You shall also love the stranger, for you were
strangers in the land of Egypt. 

Isaiah 43:18–21: Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of
old. I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will
make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. The wild animals will honor
me, the jackals and the ostriches; for I give water in the wilderness, rivers in the
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desert, to give drink to my chosen people, the people whom I formed for myself so
that they might declare my praise.

Ezekiel 36:25–26: I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be clean from
all your uncleanness. A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within
you; and I will remove from your body the heart of stone and give you a heart of
flesh. 

Luke 4:18–19: Jesus said, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has
anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to
the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to pro-
claim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

Luke 6:1–10: One sabbath while Jesus was going through the cornfields, his disci-
ples plucked some heads of grain, rubbed them in their hands, and ate them. But
some of the Pharisees said, “Why are you doing what is not lawful on the sabbath?”
Jesus answered, “Have you not read what David did when he and his companions
were hungry? He entered the house of God and took and ate the bread of the Pres-
ence, which it is not lawful for any but the priests to eat, and gave some to his com-
panions?” Then he said to them, “The Son of Man is lord of the sabbath.” 

Even though he knew what the Pharisees were thinking, he said to the man who
had the withered hand, “Come and stand here.” He got up and stood there. Then
Jesus said to them, “I ask you, is it lawful to do good or to do harm on the sabbath,
to save life or to destroy it?” After looking around at all of them, he said to him,
“Stretch out your hand.” He did so, and his hand was restored. 
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