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Revised edition of I Will Bless You and You Will Be a Blessing 

Expanded marriage rites available now  

 

NEW YORK, November 23, 2015 — Church Publishing Incorporated has released a 

revised and expanded edition of marriage rites for all couples who wish to be married in 

The Episcopal Church. Liturgical Resources 1: I Will Bless You and You Will Be a 

Blessing, which has been authorized for trial use in Episcopal Church congregations 

beginning on the First Sunday in Advent—November 29, 2015—is now available. 

 

This new volume is the result of the 2012 General Convention of The Episcopal Church 

commendation of Liturgical Resources 1: I Will Bless You and You Will Be a Blessing for 

study and use throughout The Episcopal Church. In the 2013–2015 triennium, the 

materials were widely used in a number of dioceses, and the Standing Commission on 

Liturgy and Music (SCLM) invited responses through several avenues. 
 

On June 26, 2015, the Supreme Court of the United States ruled, “The Court, in this 

decision, holds same-sex couples may exercise the fundamental right to marry in all 

States. It follows that the Court must also hold—and it now does hold—that there is no 

lawful basis for a State to refuse to recognize a lawful same-sex marriage performed in 

another State on the ground of its same-sex character.” 
 

Heeding the concern that “separate but equal” rites are inherently unequal, the Standing 

Commission on Liturgy and Music developed and recommended to the 2015 General 

Convention an adaptation of the 2012 liturgy that can be used for marriage for any 

couple, as well as The Celebration and Blessing of a Marriage 2,  a gender-neutral 

adaptation of the marriage rite in the 1979 Book of Common Prayer. The Convention 

authorized these rites for trial use; that is, as a proposed revision of the Prayer Book. 

General Convention Resolution 2015-A054 directs that these liturgies be used under the 

direction and with the permission of the diocesan bishop, and stipulates that bishops 

exercising ecclesiastical authority or, where appropriate, ecclesiastical supervision, will 

make provision for all couples asking to be married in The Episcopal Church to have 

access to these liturgies. 

 

The Rev. Dr. Ruth Meyers, Chair of the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music 

from 2009–2015, Dean of Academics and the Hodges-Haynes Professor of Liturgics at 

the Church Divinity School of the Pacific, said, “I’m excited to have these resources for 

same-sex marriage available for use in The Episcopal Church. In preparing this material, 

the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music listened carefully to responses to the 

resources for blessing same-sex relationships that were approved in 2012. An 

international and ecumenical consultation on same-sex marriage in June 2014 was 

especially helpful for the Commission’s understanding of the needs and concerns of 

many in our church.” 
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The Rev. Canon Dr. Michael Barlowe, Executive Officer of The Episcopal Church 

General Convention and Secretary of the Executive Council of The Episcopal Church and 

the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society, expressed his pleasure at the liturgies’ 

release, saying, “Discerning the movement of the Spirit is at the heart of what we do each 

General Convention. The prayer, experience, discussion, scholarship, and consultation 

embodied in I Will Bless You and You Will Be a Blessing is an outstanding example of 

this discernment, and I believe it will bless not only our church, but add blessing 

throughout God’s world as the Spirit continues to move.” 

 

 

Liturgical Resources 1: I Will Bless You and You Will Be a Blessing 

The Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music 

Print ISBN: 9780898699487 

eISBN: 9780898699494 

List Price: $24.00 

Paper, 6x9 

288 pages 

 

Review copies, interviews, and excerpts available on request. 

Please provide tear sheets and/or advance notice of publication or broadcast. 

 

Liturgical Resources 1: I Will Bless You and You Will Be a Blessing can be ordered 

through any Episcopal, religious, or secular bookstore; through any online bookseller or 

www.Cokesbury.com, or from Cokesbury customer service at (800) 672-1789. 

 

Founded in 1918 and headquartered in New York City, Church Publishing Incorporated 

is the publisher of official worship materials, books, music, and digital ministry resources 

for The Episcopal Church, in addition to being a multi-faceted publisher and supplier to 

the broader ecumenical marketplace. Publishing imprints include Church Publishing, 

Morehouse Publishing, and Seabury Books. Additional CPI divisions include Morehouse 

Church Supplies, a provider of church supplies and parish administration resources, and 

Morehouse Education Resources, which produces lectionary-based curriculum and faith 

formation programs. 
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